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Regulators. 

Sherwood regulators combine 
easy breathing designs with 
lightweight, durable materials. 
Choose the popular Magnum® 
regulator or the new, low- 
priced BRUT® regulator. Both 
are designed for maximum 
diving comfort, minimal main- 
tenance. And all Sherwood 
regulators carry a lifetime 
limited warranty. 


Cylinders and Valves. 
Sherwood offers you the 
widest selection of steel or 
aluminum tanks available any- 
where. Steel in 72, 94 and 104 
cu. ft. Aluminum in 14, 50, 72 
and 80 cu. ft. Variety of colors. 
Extensive line of standard and 
specialty valves. 


Backpacks and 
Mounting Plates. 

For single and double tank 
systems. When used with the 
optional mounting plate, single 
tank backpack and BC jacket 
become a single unit. Switch- 
ing tanks takes only seconds. 


Buoyancy Compensators. 


There’s a Sherwood buoyancy 
compensator with all the fea- 
tures you need. Pro Plus 
jacket includes power inflator 
with pull-dump valve, 25-gram 
CO» inflator, accessory D-rings, 
roomy pockets, adjustable 
side panels, hose retainers 
and comfortable, contoured 
shoulders. Small and large 
sizes available. 


Diving Masks. 


Low-volume masks in black 
neoprene or silicone with a 
variety of frame colors. Strap 
retaining systems for Akari 
mask and Excalibur mask 
lock securely yet allow easy 
adjustment for comfortable fit. 


Pressure and 

Depth Gauges. 
Magnifying lenses and lumi- 
nous dials for easy reading. 
Shock and scratch-resistant. 
150’ or 250’ wrist depth 
gauges, 150’ or 250’ pres- 
sure/depth combos, brass or 
Lexan* pressure gauges. 
Compasses and thermometers 
available. 
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Chinnaspoyt 
Navigator 


All watches illustrated are Swiss-made quartz and supplied with a limited five-year warranty. 


Chronosport, Inc. 
47 Water Street, Norwalk, CT 06854 
Available from all the finest dive shops (203) 853-9593 











The Editor's Line 





t’s no secret that Scuba Times is better than ever, and with our first issue of 
1985, we continue our excellence by putting together an exciting selection of 
articles. 


From Southern California to Egypt to the Philippines to the Bahamas, we 
cover the diverse styles and splendor of each area. The Isles of Scilly with its 
numerous ship wrecks is presented in our What a Wreck section. Bill Lovin 
explains some underwater photomagic, and Hillary Hauser tells us about 
sharks that she has known. Also, we included a portfolio on one of the best 
u/w photographer in the business, Carl Roessler. Our Schools of Thought 
column offers the advice that, “If it’s ugly, don’t touch it!” and Wet and Wild 
covers a heated affair with the sun in the Bahamas. 


In the past, diving and travel have been our main emphasis; however, now 
that we are expanding, our additional pages will include information on 
underwater videography and commercial diving, too! 


Every month we receive dozens of inquiries from photographers and writers 
who would like to submit photography and articles for possible use in our 
magazine. Here are a few quick tips to help you get the best possible 
consideration for your work. Color transparencies should be inserted into a 
clear plastic sheet and well protected with cardboard before shipment. All 
submissions should be shipped either Certified or Registered Mail, if they are 
valuable to the sender. We will return them to you the same way — provided 
you include sufficient postage on the self-addressed, stamped return envelope 
that should be included with all submissions. 


We are unable to use color prints or duplicate slides for color separations, 
and submitting them instead of sharp, well exposed slides will considerably 
reduce the chance of your work being used. Articles should be typed, double- 
spaced, and only on one side of the page, please. 

When considering an article, we look for topics of general interest that are a 
pleasure to read. We aren't looking for professional writers so much as divers 
who have something to share and are able to do so in interesting terms. 


For the people interested in submitting work to our Editorial Department on 
speculation for publication in 1985, do so soon. Some of the places we plan to 
highlight this year are Grand Cayman, Hawaii, Great Lakes, Truk Lagoon, 
Bermuda, Turks, Caicos/ Turks, Philippines, West Coast, and Florida. 


Maybe there is a little Hemingway in you waiting to get out. Let us hear 
from you! 
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J’n Jernigan 
Managing Editor 
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september /October, November/December. 


Cover: Miami Playboy Club bunny and 
model Dana Mosher videotapes one of 
Capt. Spencer Slate's incredible eel 
shows in Key Largo’s Pennekamp State 
Park. Photo by Rick Frehsee. 
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Editorial 24 


by J'n Jernigan 
Cross Currents 
Readers write in 
about what bothers them 5O 
about other divers. 
Medicine in Diving o3 
Dr. Bruce Bassett tells 
us about the physiological 
effects of diving on women 57 
Fathoms Framed 
Greg Johnston shows 
some inexpensive ways 6 4 
to produce some photo 
magic 
Schools of Thought 
Tim Cahill teaches 
us rule about u/w ex- 
ploring — “If it's ugly, 
don't touch it.” 
What's New? 


New products, new 
methods 


Up and coming events 34 


BAHAMAS! 
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FEATURES 


Video ... Video ... Video 


Video has gone underwater, and Dick 


Masten explains just how useful it can be 


to the average diver. 


Aquatica 3 


Greg Johnston tells us about this line of 


Camera housing and why it made an 
impression on him 


Bahamas Map 


Cartographer Lola Huitt’s original and 
distinctive map of the Bahamas. 


Bravo, Bahamas 


SCUBA TIMES visits Walker's Cay, 
Grand Bahama, and Andros for some 
super diving. 

Portfolio on Carl Roessler 


One of the greats in the world of u/w 
photography is presented 
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What a Wreck! cy *™ PORTFOLIO 
John Fine tells about the te 5 
many wrecks off 4 Beh og 
the Isles of Scilly Betad “a ok. 

Dive Directory i | 
Dive With the Best 

Classified Ads 


Class Ads and Good 
Deals 


Creature Feature 
Hillary Hauser tells us 
sharks that she has 
KNOwn. 

Wet & Wild 

A heated affair with 

the Bahamian sun is 
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36 Dive Southern California 


Marty Snyderman tells us that if it’s a 
combination of beauty and adventure we 
want, try diving Southern California 


40 Sulu Sea Adventure 


Jack McKinney tells us about his 
experiences on the live-aboard dive boat 
Lady of the Sea as it explores the waters 
of the Philippines. 


60 Red Sea After Dark 


At night, a mysterious world of 
underwater creatures come alive. Eric 
Hanauer tells us about what he found on 
a night dive in the Red Sea. 
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w sophisticated technology creates 
w age of underwater imaging. 











As your subject gets closer, 
and closer, and closer—just 
amnand shoot. The flash 
automatically compensates 

as you chanye f-stops 

(within distance ranges 

clearly shown). And, as vour 
subject vets even closer— just 
put on the Nikonos close-up kit 
and keep shooting! 





















The Nikonos-V System. 
> The most revolutionary 
advance in underwater 
‘photography ever! 

Now, underwater, you 

get the benefits of 

full automation and 
manual control too. 

There’s never been 
anything like it! 


Exposure Control. Now you can make 
precise exposures in available light, in 
both manual and automatic mode, with 
all current Nikonos lenses. 

Creative control is in your hands. 


LED Viewfinder. 

Displays shutter speeds and flash ready 
light. In automatic or manual mode, you 
know what the camera's doing. 


Automatic TTL Flash Metering. 


the light passing Through-The-Lens (TTL) and shuts off the 


| too difficult for any other underwater system. With this new 
sophistication a new age Is here. 





Dramatic sidelighting with the flash off to 
the side. You still get precise exposures 
without measuring anything. 


We take the world’s greatest pictures’ ® 





© 1984 NIKON INC. “Nikon? “ 


Control your backgrounds. Dark for 
dramatic impact... 


| With the new Nikonos SB-102 Speedlight or its companion, the 
| compact SB-103. Covering lenses as wide as 15mm, each reads 


flash at the moment of optimum exposure. Only TTL automati- 
cally compensates for distance, f-stop, extension tubes and/or 
filters. Use manual variable power and you can capture images 


Exciting backlighting with the flash behind 
your subject—and the exposure will be 
automatically exact. 





...or light for overall brilliance with 
Manual Shutter Speed Control. 


With a Nikonos Close-up outfit, you’ll “ 
be able to change from long 
distance to close-up mode, 
underwater, using 28mm, 
35mm, or 80mm lenses 

and get perfect framing, 
sharpness and exposure. 



















SB-102 has target light and slave sensor. 
Options include flexible, articulated 
extension arm to position the 
flash for special effects and 
double sync cord for automatic 
TTL multiple flash. 


LL 


Create interesting shadows by aiming 
the flash straight down as you shoot 
head-on. 


Nikon 


We take the worlds 
greatest pictures. 


See the Nikonos-V system at your Nikon dealer or 
contact Nikon Inc. 623 Stewart Avenue, Garden City, 
N.Y. 11530. Lit/Pak #58. Each Nikonos-V comes with 

Nikon Inc. USA limited warranty application along 

with Free Nikon USA Club membership. 








How You Can Train Better Divers 
using newJeppesen 4thEdition Manual 


Most good divers are equal in underwater skills. What separates the better diver 
from the good diver is knowledge and judgement. 





Train Better Divers With Latest Information 

Every instructor knows diving skills and judgement are based on the student learning important need-to-know information. 
Jeppesen materials make teaching easy and student learning easy by providing the latest need-to-know information com- 
bined with many illustrations and photographs. Student insight is much faster and is retained longer with a well illustrated 


manual and workbook. 


Diving Knowledge Moves Forward with New 4th Edition 


Once again Jeppesen moves diving knowledge forward with a new revised 4th Edition of its Open Water Manual, Workbook, 


and Final Exam. Many new subjects are added so instructors can train a safer, more confident, thinking diver. 


* 


Existing Subjects 


Seeing & Swimming 
Warmth & Buoyancy 
Breathing Underwater 
Tools & Accessories 
Sensations 

Breathing 
Descending & Ascending 
Depth & Time Limits 
Repetitive Dives 

The Worlds of Diving 
Water Movement 
Ocean Life 

Fresh Waters 

Ecology 

Food from the Sea 
Photography 
Specialty Diving 
Careers 


Free desk copy Deluxe Kit 


with first 20 each of Open Water 


Deluxe Kit ordered. 





Revised Subjects 


Dive Planning 
Safe Diving Standards 


New Equipment Photographs 


Protecting Your Ears 
Emergency Ascents 
Dives Tables 
Medical Aspects 


New Subjects 


Natural Navigation 
Compass Use 

Tidal Current Table Use 
Weather Information 
Nutrition 

Considerations for Women 
Heat & Aluminum Tanks 
High Tech Dive Computers 
Hypothermia 


Other Products by Jeppesen 


Open Water Slide/ Cassette 
Course - $220, Open Water Video 
Course VHS - $250, Advanced 
Slide/Cassette Course - $220, 
Advanced Video Course VHS - 
$295, Advanced Kit (Manual & 
Workbook), Open Water Diver 
Logbook, Hard Plastic Dive 
Table, Skin Diving Manual, Pro- 
motional Slide/Cassette Program- 
ae How to Order 
Instructors and Dive Stores only 
call toll free 1-800-525-7379 to 
place your order and receive your 
free desk copy deluxe kit. All 
Jeppesen products are satisfac- 
tion guaranteed. 


VISA & MasterCard Accepted 





JEPRPESEN 


25 Inverness Dr. East Englewood, CO 80112 USA 


(303) 799-9090 Telex 045-644 
































The Honduras Bay Islands... where a 
living spectrum of coral life and tropical 
fish thrive on the third-largest barrier reef 
in the world. 

The Honduras Bay Islands offer you 
mile upon mile of underwater 
magnificence that will take your breath 
away. Float between enormous coral 
heads, swim down 100’ vertical cliffs and 
drift over sponge gardens that go on 
forever. Explore caves and grottos so 
vast, they stretch on and onlike 
subterranean oceans. Snorkel hidden 
bays and coves where pirates anchored 
centuries ago. Explore all this alone, or 





share it with someone special. 

The Honduras Bay Islands 
are an unspoiled paradise 
where the experienced diver 
may strike off on his own and 
the novice may learn in our 
diving classes. 

The Honduras Hello... 
our underwater world will 
make it difficult for you to 
say goodbye. 


For more information, 
call (800) 225-2229 or 


return the coupon below. 


For a complete selection of materials for Honduras, send the coupon below to: 


HONDURAS TOURIST BUREAU, P.O. Box 1444, Radio City Station, New York, N.Y. 10101-1444 


NAME: 











ADDRESS: 





STATE 





ZIP 















March 30 — April 13, 1985 
Escorted by Rick Frehsee 


“Siarting in 
only 3 icel 
of waier, 
ihe wall 

crops 
straight 
TL 
ior | 
hat | 
| 


The Amani Wall is just one of the dives 
that has made Haiti a world-class dive 
destination. Divers are discovering what | 
Skin Diver called “The Caribbean's Best | 
Kept Secret;” cruising pelagics, tremen- | 
dous critters, outstanding visability and 
Haiti's largest dive operator, Baskin In 
The Sun at The Kaliko Beach Club. 

For a week or just a weekend, your 
beachside bungalow will be minutes from 
truly spectacular dive sites and footsteps 





Call Toll Free: 1-800-621-8440 
In Illinois: 312-589-3600 


SPORTS TREK, INC. 


BREATHE EASILY 
NOW. 


OUR NEW 
STAINLESS STEEL TANKS 
WILL BE AT THE 

DEMA SHOW. 





See the 


Justus 4000 
stainless steel 
scuba tank 
at 
Booth 1041-43 
at the 
DEMA Show. 


JUSTUS ~ 


JUSTUS ENTERPRISES © 1502 W. CHERRY * CHANUTE, KANSAS 66720 








from complimentary windsurfing and 
tennis. For a brochure call Gary Geiger 
collect at (314) 638-9304 or write 
10132 Buffton Street, St. Louis, MO 63123. 


8 DAY/7 NIGHT 
DIVE PACKAGE 


Includes: 
Breakfast & Dinner 
Complimentary Sports 
10 Boat Dives 
Unlimited Free Beach Diving 

Non- Diver 
$499 *5299 
Double Occupancy 


April 1st - Dec. 15th, 1985 
Winter Rates: $630/ $430 


— 
Overlooks the 


Beautiful Bay 
since 1968 of La Aes: 


CALL DIRECT 011 (509) 1-2-5773 
P.O. Box 851, Port-Au- Prince, HAITI 


Unique dives 
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Deep down, we how thes 
in i business. | 


Treasure Cay at 


BEACH HOTEL & VILLA 


TREASURE DIVERS 
4 Day/3 Night SCUBA PACKAGE 
$234.00 per person, double occupancy 


Includes air-conditioned accommodations, taxes 
& tips, 2 open-water coral reef scuba trips 
(including all necessary equipment). Complimen- 
tary tennis, greens fees, snorkeling gear, Sunfish 
sailboats, chaise longues and beach towels. For 
reservations, call toll free U.S. 800-327-1584, 
Florida 800-432-8257, Miami 444-8381. 


THE GREAT ESCAPE IS 


RUM CAY CLUB 


Not only diving at its best... but big 
game fishing, lovely secluded 
beaches, excellent food and accom- 
modations, sailing and—of 
course—lounging 

.all to make your 
get-away one to 
remem per 


No automobiles. Terrific scuibi No television. 
Breathtaking sunsets. No nightclubs. Luxury 
villas and hotel accommodations. No tele- 
phones. Secluded beaches. Delicious food 
and excellent service. Great fishing, diving, 


snorkeling, tennis, sailing. Deep-water marina. fi 


Paved runway. No problems. No hassles. 


The relaxed little island in the Bahamas. 
Just 45 minutes away. For reservations and information call. 


‘a = USA Toll Free 800 327 3714 
23, WaLKER'S CaY Tee 


HOTEL AND MARINA Fla. Toll Free 800-432-2092 
ABAL 0. BaHaMas or 305-522-1469 


Stateside office: 700 S.W 34th St. Ft. Lauderdale. FL 33315 


S171 eeler’ § KG st Dive ‘Resor t 
NEW PROVIDENCE ISLAND, BAHAMAS 


* Discover So. New Providence diving 
- Dive boat docked at your door 

- Seven secluded waterside villas 

- Across the island from historic Nassau 
- Packages including auto available 

* Overnight film processing 

Call toll free (800) 328-8029 ext. 246 
Call collect (809) 326-1143 


DIVE SHARK REEF! 


Stella Maris Inn, of Long Island, Baha- 
mas; known worldwide for its Shark 
Reef Dive... only 1 of 25. Complete 
dive shop, with 120 rental tanks, 4 air 
compressors, scuba classroom and 


training pool, plus 
, otella 


custom-built dive 
truck accommodat- CMaris 
cqnn 


ing 25. See our 
regular ad for details. 


NO ICE DIVING... 


but we have everything else: a great 
variety of reefs, caves, an incredible 
facility, courses from basic certification 
to decompression diving. And for your 
non-diving companions, Grand 
Bahama has lots of other activities. 
Write us at Box 
F-2433, Freeport, 
Bahamas, and we'll 


send you a certificate 
for a FREE dive. 


UNDERWATER 
EXPLORERS 


UNEXSO 








DEEP DOWN, YOU KN 
IT’S BETTER IN THE BaHaMas. 


You don’t have to travel the world to get 
a world of diving experience. 


Nowhere else on earth can The Berry Islands feature Grand Bahama is a total 
you get more Arce in your great reef and wall diving on sports resort. Secluded 
diving than in The Bahamas. the deep shipping lanes that beaches. Famous UNEXSO 
You could spend a lifetime bisect The Bahamas. facility with deep tank and 
here and never repeatasingle §Biminiis right on the three- recompression chamber; 
experience. knot Gulf Stream. A haven for _ instruction for novices and 
The Abaco Islands have drift divers. | experts. 
wrecks, caves, blueholes,and Eleuthera has beaches of pink New Providence is one of the 
"underwater parks. sand. There arelots of wrecks __ best-kept diving secrets in The 
Andros offers the second on the aptly-named Devil's Bahamas. Setting for many of 
)atcest barrier reef in the backbone, including a Civil the James Bond Fione 
vorld. It's where Blue Hole War train wreck. Rum Cay, one of the smallest 
aiving began. | The Exumas are in the islands, known for its wall div- 
" middle of the warm ing and tame groupers. 
southern Bahamas. Long Island will keep you 
Dive “Thunderball busy with shallow reefs, dra- 
Grotto” or the matic walls, and Shark Reef. 
myriad reefs. If you want to dry off a little, 
there are way sets of 
tennis. Golf on ¢ ionshir 
courses, Inte 
ping. Gambling. | ; 
Gourmet dining. The Bah 
has it all. a S 
For reservations, call you 
agent, or us at 800-327-07 
In Dade County, 433-382. 
For sports information, Ce 
800-32-SPORT, 






































l've never been there before, but | 
felt like | had come home. As you 
arrive at the resort, the first thing that 
strikes you is how lovely the place is. 
Huge palm trees dance gracefully on a 
sloping lawn and a wide, well-terraced 
walk leads you into the cool sanctions 
of this enchanted place. Straight ahead 
is the bar where Berkeley makes a 
bewitching drink called the Deep Diver. 
It's named for Neal because he holds 
the world’s record for deep diving on 
compressed air — 437 feet; also, he 
holds the world’s record for the longest 
distance traveled under water — 66 
miles. 

To the right of the lounge is the 
restaurant where you can get anything 
from grits to fresh lobster. The chef, 
James Sweeting, can prepare a feast 
that is downright memorable. 

Andros has the world’s second larg- 
est barrier reef, it's 125 miles long and 
offers an endless array of opportunity. 
The dive boat only has to travel a few 
minutes if you are going to dive the 
barrier reef. Or, you can go just a bit 
farther and dive the Tongue of the 
Ocean — a drop from 100 feet to 
6,000 feet. Imagine the adrenaline rush 
as you hang suspended over a 6,000 
foot drop-off that is as dark as mid- 
night. That would give you something 
to reflect on for a very long time. It's 
that kind of challenge that you can find 
at Neal Watson's place, or you can just 
Surround yourself in shallower, abso- 


lutely clear water that is teeming with 
underwater life. We saw several bar- 
racuda, some Bahamian Butter 

Hamlets, and an occasional Hogfish. 

You can explore in caves and cav- 
erns or dive the inland Blue Holes, 
deep, dark holes of water. 

The dive shop and dive boat are 
fully-equipped, well-maintained and 
run by some of the most pleasant and 
genuinely nice people in the industry: 
Don Smith, Sandra Lipscombe, Bill 
Keefe and Rick Parks. These dive 
masters go that extra mile to make 
certain you get the most out of your 
dive. We laughed a lot with them and 
had a marvelous time. 

The boat goes out three times daily 


and holds about a dozen divers, each 
with two tanks. Evening and dawn 
dives can be arranged. Also, beach 
diving is possible for those wishing to 
do so. 

Years ago, Neal got fed up with the 
“cattle dive rut.” He wanted to operate 
a first-class resort where the atmos- 
phere is relaxed and where there are 
no surprises (like hidden expenses). 
When Neal quotes you a price, every- 
thing is included, no extra charges. 
The packages include round trip air 
fare via private charter from Ft. Laud- 
erdale, ground transportation, room, 
meals, and gratuities. 

Some other facts that might interest 
you are these: soon there will be two 
dive boats; there are 13 rooms and 2 
villas that all open to the ocean; 
Andros is the bone fish capital of the 
world; there is plenty of fresh water; 
you can come any day and leave any 
day; and there is a gift shop. 


Neal's brother, Carl Watson, man- 
ages the resort and his years of hotel 
experience are evident in the smooth 
way things happen there. 

As | lay in a hammock, staring at the 
stars through the palm branches, | 

Continued on page 47 


FAR LEFT: Wolf Kohler of Oceanoptics from 
Darmstadt, West Germany trying out new camera 
housing at the Deep Reef at UNEXSO. 


BOTTOM LEFT: Diver's prepare to head to a dive 
site on one of UNEXSO’s two boats. 


ABOVE: Sandra Lipscomb enjoying the Elk Horn 
coral along the Andros barrier reef. 


BELOW: A sea whip along the Andros barrier reef 
catches Sandra Lipscomb’s attention. 





















































entertained us by singing old Eddie 
Arnold ballads in an amazingly talented 
voice. His serenading and the fact that 
Bahamians drive on the left-hand side 
of the road, all added to the 
excitement. 

UNEXSO is a great place to go for 
diving instructions on any level. The 
courses range all the way from a 3 
hour resort course through a Basic 
Scuba Certification to a complete 
instructor certification course offered 
annually. You can, also, get instruction 
on underwater photography, marine 
identification, decompression diving 
and sport diving. The staff is excep- 
tionally professional. Everything is done 
efficiently and thoroughly. 


The diving at UNEXSO offers a lot of 
variety. There seems to be something 
for everyone; in fact, check out this 
assortment: 


Shallow Reef — colorful coral, lots 
of fish and the chances of finding 
lost treasures. Two million in silver 
and gold was recovered there in the 
1960's, part of the booty from an old 
Spanish galleon. 


Medium Reef — sea fans, sponge 
formations, courting angelfish in 
about 40 feet of water. 


Deep Reef — canyons and caves 
at about 75 feet with coral grown to 
join tunnels. 


The Ledge — the continental shelf 
drops off to 2000 feet at the 120 
foot level of the Bahamas Bank. For 
a thrilling experience, leave the 
bank and float over this dark and 
vast chasm. 


Theo’s Wreck — a 230-foot steel 
freighter in 100-feet of water, 
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propped precariously on the edge 
of the ledge. Divers can enter the 
ship through large holes in the hull. 
Also, offered are night dives, dawn 
dives and blue hole dives! 


Speaking as a diver, | could have 
easily spent more time there happily 
exploring these dynamic sites, but | 
had to get back and write this article 
for the DEMA issue. Maybe this 
summer, Wallace will give me a week 
off, and I'll return to UNEXSO! 

The head of UNEXSO is John Eng- 
lander. He is, also, the president of the 
National Association of Underwater 
Instructors (NAUI), and the president of 
the Bahamas Diving Association. John 
is a soft-spoken, seemingly gentle per- 
son who certainly knows his business. 
UNEXSO is a wonderful experience for 
everyone. Just go and learn to snorkel 
or get really adventuresome and go 
down to 200 feet on a decompression 
dive! 

The two dive boats go out three 
times a day. About a dozen divers with 
two tanks each could fit on the largest 
one; the smaller boat will hold about 
six divers with two tanks each. 

After you've worked up an appetite, 


~ ht aie 


Ape) eee 
» ‘ 


go upstairs at UNEXSO and enjoy the 
Tide’s Inn Restaurant. You can grill 
your own hamburger on a grill on the 
large patio that overlooks the harbor, or 
just settle back and be waited on. 
There is good food available and a 
specialty drink called the Shallow 
Water Blackout. | passed on that one, 
but I’m still wondering what | missed. If 
| get that week's vacation, I'll give you 
a full report! 

Be sure and visit the diving museum 
and the gift shop, too. UNEXSO is fan- 
tastic, and if you should find yourself in 
the neighborhood, don't miss it. Maybe 
‘ll see you there this summer. 

If you plan to visit UNEXSO, getting 
there is no problem. Most major air- 
lines that service the Miami/Ft. Laud- 
erdale area, also, fly to Grand Bahama. 

The time had come to leave, so we 
did. Next stop — Andros Island. 

As we landed and taxied to the 
small customs building, a light tropical 
rain began falling. We placed a phone 
call, and soon, we were greeted by 
Neal Watson, the owner of Andros 
Undersea Adventures. We loaded our 
gear into his truck and headed for 
Nicholl’s Town and our next dive site. 
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ABOVE: Sue Graves feeding her pet grouper at 
White Hole Reef off Walker’s Cay. 

BELOW: A scene ‘of tropical splendor from the 
deck of the Andros Beach Hotel and Villas. 


OPPOSITE: The marina at Walker's Cay as the 
boats begin to head out for a day of billfishing. 


twice daily and more if there is an 
additional dive planned. 

Also, on the north side, you can 
beach dive if you'd like. A new set of 
stairs is being constructed and will give 
the divers an even better opportunity 
for a smooth entry. 

Once back on shore, there are lots 
of attractions on Walker's Cay. The 
food at the hotel is prepared by 
Isamae, a local chef trained in New 
York. Now remember, | said | wouldn't 
lie to you; Isamae’s cooking is a 
Culinary triumph! 

After dinner, you can go to the hotel 
bar or down the island's single hill to 
the local tavern called the Lobster 
Trap. There is a gift shop to explore, 
and there is a charming chapel which 
is dedicated to Elon Edwards, a 
previous leaseholder of the island. The 
pulpit is a boat's bow! Also, there is 
billfishing — billfishing, billfishing, 
billfishing! — year-round, leading up to 
the world-famous competition from the 
end of February through Labor Day. 
The marina can dock 75 boats, and 
during the competition, I'm told it's 
standing room only. You can windsurf 
or water ski, too; the equipment is 
available for rental. 

One of the most fascinating new 








developments on Walker's Cay is the 
mariculture experiments of Aqualife 
Bahamas. Improving fish breeding and 


raising is the objective of the biologists. 


Huge tanks hold thousands of colorful 
clownfish, a popular aquarium inhabit- 
ant. This installation is contained in a 
building half the size of a football field 
and is the largest marine tropical fish 
farm in existence. This place, alone, 
could probably hold your attention for 
hours; it’s magnificent. Then, with a 
short boat ride over to Little Grand 
Cay, you can see the “Hideaway 
White House,” a lovely home that Mr. 
Abplanalp had built for Richard Nixon, 








at his own expense. It is rarely used 
now, but is is kept ready for occupation 
at a moment's notice. 


Walker's Cay, a delightful place 
where you can hear locals call things 
“ting ums” and where the runway has 
no lights, and some of the tastiest 
bread in the world is served, and the 
sunsets are to be savored, was hard to 
leave. But, we loaded the scuba gear 
in the airplane and flew south to Grand 
Bahama and another dive site, 
UNEXSO. 

The Underwater Explorers Society is 
located in Freeport on Grand Bahama. 
On our way to the hotel, our cab driver 
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Article by J’n Jernigan 


ears ago, | learned the value of 
Y svrs honest critiques, if you 

want others to trust your opinion, 
tell the truth. So, I'm sitting here trying 
to find the words to express to you 
how utterly spectacular my diving trip 
to the Bahamas was. If | use a lot of 
superlatives and you find yourself 
thinking, “Aw, it couldn't have been 
THAT good,” just remember, | don't 
want to lose your confidence, and I'll 
always tell you like it really is. 

Our first stop was Walker's Cay. As 
our Bonanza A36 circled over the 
island, | thought, “This place is so tiny 
that | should put on my diving gear just 
in case we miss the runway.’ A lush, 
100-acre tropical island at the northern 
top of the Bahamas, Walker's Cay is 
absolute proof that nice things DO 
come in small packages. 

We were greeted by Dr. Sue 
Graves, the Dive Master at Walker's 
Cay. Sue is pleasantness personified. 
As soon as we had cleared the simple 
customs procedures, Sue walked with 
us up the short path to the island’s 
hotel. The path had a gentle upward 
- slope and was lined with lush, tropical 
sights —even a macaw! 


The hotel has 62 fully-airconditioned 
rooms, all with private bath and ter- 
race. Located on one of the highest 
points of the island, the splendor that is 
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Walker's Cay is easily visible. The hotel 
is neat and clean, but the best part is 
the friendliness of its employees. 

After settling in, we met Sue at the 
bar. Val, the person behind the counter 
suggested something called a Walker's 
Cay Flip. It consisted of Bacardi dark 
rum, Grand Marnier, strega, orange 
juice, pineapple juice or lemon juice 
and grenadine. Val smiled innocently 
as she handed us these extremely 
tasty, yet potent concoctions. A few 
sips later and we were all settling in for 
the tropical delights that awaited us 
while trying to keep our eyes focused. 

Anywhere you go, it’s usually the 
people who make a place memorable, 
one way or another. On Walker's Cay, 
there seems to be no strangers; a 
warm, agreeable attitude is extended 
by one and all. As we strolled among 
the Bahamians, we were greeted with 
smiles and friendly words; a feeling of 
genuine harmony surrounded us. 
Some of the scuba people who made 
our visit extra special were Sue 
Graves, the Dive Master, overlord of 
the dive shop, scuba diving instructor, 
and explorer of new dive sites; Barry 
Albury, who was voted Dive Master of 
the Year — 1983 by “Scuba World;” 
and Percy Holle who helps run the 
dive shop and steers the dive boat. On 
the administrative side, there was 


Photography by Wallace Poole 


Cheryl Kirz, the sales director, and 
David O'Shaughnessy, the general 
manager of the hotel. 

The person who owns the 99-year 
island lease is Mr. Bob Abplanalp. He 
is the inventor of the little valve that sits 
on the top of every spray can. 

| bet by now you are saying, “That's 
all very nice, but what about the scuba 
diving?” How would you like to dive in 
warm, clear water, just minutes from 
the marina, that has glorious reefs filled 
with spectacular sponge and coral 
formations, and inhabited by an end- 
less variety of marine life? We fed one 
of Sue's pet groupers who will dance 
the Samba with you for a few pieces of 
conch. The visibility often reaches 100 
feet, and there are honeycombs of 
coral caverns for added excitement. 
We thoroughly enjoyed our dives at 
Walker's Cay and would highly 
recommend the experience to anyone. 

The thousands of fish were dazzling; 
the four-foot sting ray that Sue came 
face to face with was a nice touch, 
and the four-foot baby nurse shark that 
Wallace stepped on was a real 
scream! But, | think we all agreed that 
exploring the caverns was the single 
best dive at Walker's Cay. 

The one dive boat could easily 
accommodate a dozen divers with two 
tanks each. The boat goes out at least 
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Work on the Association site has been 
complicated not only by ripping tides that 
course through the area and rough seas 
that enable the men to work about 28 
days out of the year, but the violence of 
Atlantic storms has tossed huge boulders 
on top of the wreckage. “Boulders have 
broken off weighing up to a hundred 
tons,” Jim said. 

“You can see the boulders fallen down 
onto cannons. We actually go mining; we 
take drills they use in tin mines,” Jim 
explained, showing how they use special 
underwater compressor-operated drills to 
bore into the huge boulders. When the 
holes are drilled, divers attach special 
bolts to enable them to lift the debris out 
of the way with lifting bags inflated with 
compressed air underwater. 

“Each diver spends an average of 40 
minutes on the bottom. We do two drops 
a day. Think of coins being spread out on 
a huge football field then having concrete 
pitched on top and you can get some idea 
of what we’re working in,” Heslin added. 
“Pve worked that site since 1968. We’ve 
found coins, but coins are boring,” Jim 
smiled. “Some of the most interesting 
finds are the pewter spoons, especially the 
ones with initials on them. We found a lot 
of lead cooking utensils. They got lead 
poisoning in those days, but didn’t know 
it. We’ve encountered a couple of gold 
rings, some of them have had inscriptions 
on them. We have come up with some 
navigational dividers as well,” Jim 
continued. 

The divers even recovered a portion of 
a Bible. Some of the printing was still 
legible after hundreds of years immersion 
in the sea. “We found seven or eight skele- 
tons. The average age was 22, the life 
span in those days, well most of them 
were dead by the time they were thirty.” 
Jim Heslin said, describing how he and 
Terry Hiron became salvors in possession, 
taking over the wreck site after everybody 
else gave up and left it. 

Danny Owen, a plasterer from 
Worcestershire, England, on holiday in 
the Scillys, diving with Jim and Terry’s 
Scillonian Diving Services, went down the 
anchor line on the site of the wreckage of 
the Eagle. A yard from where the dive 
boat was anchored, Danny lifted up a 
piece of broken glass. In a crevice in the 
sand, he found a small gold ring studded 
with emeralds. It was easy to see Danny 
Owen’s pride, finding something so small 
and delicate that survived not only the 
violence of the shipwrecking, but almost 
three centuries underwater. 

The heritage of the Scillys has been 
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nowhere more preserved than through the 
pictorial chronicles of the Gibson family 
who for four generations have gone down 
to the sea to record events that have 
shaped the islands. 

At 54, Frank Gibson is the fourth 
generation of photographers in his family. 
Frank continues the tradition, taking 
pictures of ships wrecking on the shores 
and out islands. 

Frank Gibson’s great-grandfather and 
grandfather used glass plates that they 
had to coat them themselves with silver. 
“There was only contact printing in those 
days,” Frank said. “I’ve still got the 
original glass plates. The collection has 
remained intact over four generations,” he 
said. 

With frequent Bnitish Airways 
helicopter service from Penzance, the 


Scilly Islands have been opened to day 
trippers and tourism. Coves and beaches 
beckon sunbathers where winter gales 
whipped by the sea’s fury once cast sailors 
bodies up. Sunbathers now enjoy tranquil 
summer beaches where once goods and 
lagan from cargo holds washed ashore. 

With frequent daily British Airways 
flights to and through London, these 
southern isles have become accessible and 
affordable. The Scilly Isles are places of 
friendship. They boast a small town 
atmosphere that has been lost in many 
places tourists visit. It is a place of sea 
heritage where early islanders prayed, 
“Dear Lord, not that shipwrecks should 
happen, but if they should happen, send 
them to the Isles of Scilly for the benefit 
of the poor inhabitants.” 


SER VICE INFORMATION 


_ Getting to the Scilly Isles: 

British airways has the most frequent 
daily direct service to London via 
New York, Philadelphia and 
Toronto. British Airways helicopter 
service operates frequently from 
Penzance to St. Mary’s, Scilly. 
Information can be obtained from 
British Airways in: 


NEW YORK 


British Airways 

245 Park Ave. 

New York, NY 10167 
Telephone (toll free) 
800-522-7110 


TORONTO 


British Airways Canada 
Suite 2500 

] Dundas St. West 
Toronto, Ont. MSG 2B2 
Telephone: (416) 595-2600 


For Dive Trip Information: 


Mason Logie 
DIVE AWAY 
P.O. Box 6261 
Plainfield, NJ 07062 USA 
Telephone: (201) 668-1122 


In St. Mary’s, Scilly: 


Jim Heslin & Terry Hiron 

Isles of Scilly Underwater Centre 
Warleggan, St. Mary’s, Isles of Scilly 
Telephone: (0720) 22563 

The Centre operates a guest house at 
Warleggan and full accommodations 
can be arranged including meals. 


Train and ferry connections to Scilly 
operate regularly. For train information 
and general brochures, write directly to the 
Isles of Scilly Underwater Centre. High 
speed diesel trains operate from London’s 
Paddington Station to Penzance. The 
Penzance rail terminal is only 1500 yards 
from the British Airways helicopter facility 
and a bus is available. London arriving 
passengers may take the Air-Link bus from 
Heathrow to Redding station saving on 
London’s congestion to catch the train for 
Penzance. No Sunday helicopter or ferry 
service is generally available so it pays to 
check with the Underwater Centre in 
advance. 











owned a small garage in London and 
Terry Hiron was a chartered surveyor. 
Both men stayed on after their week’s 
vacation, chucking their jobs and joining 
a small diving company that had set 
about working H.M.S. Association, a 90- 
gun ship of the line that sank on October 
22, 1707, part of a fleet of 21 ships. It was 
the greatest maritime disaster of all time. 
Some accounts put the number of 
casualties at almost 2000. Along with the 
flagship Association , the Eagle, 
Romney, and Firebrand were sunk, the 
Phoenix and St. George holed by rocks 
off the Gilstone and Bishop’s rocks. Above: Wreck of the KING CADWALLON, courtesy of Frank Gib- 

“For weeks, I didn’t find anything. son from The Gibson Collection, St. Mary’s, Scilly 
Then I found a sixpence. Since that time, 
I’ve found lumps and lumps of coins, but 
it was never as exciting as the first coin,” 
Jim Heslin recounted. 

There were many lean years for the two 
treasure divers. They were finding coins, 
but weren’t getting much return for them. 
The government was holding all finds for 
a year and a day as was customary under 
British salvage law, then taking a share. A 
beautiful bronze cannon was recovered 
from the Association site. Terry Hiron 
described it as probably the single most 
valuable item recovered, worth upwards 
of 20,000 English pounds. 

“There was a lot of plunder on the 
Association. They had been pillaging off 
Spain and were paying off for the winter. 
In those days, it was sort of a gentleman’s F 
agreement that there would be no waring 










Left : Emerald ring as it was brought up from the wreck of the 
H.M.S. EAGLE by diver Danny Owen. 


in the winter. It struck the Gilstone ISLES 
Ledge. Another hundred yards and they OF 
would have missed it,” Jim Heslin said, 

describing the tragedy. SCILLY 


ENGLISH CHANNEL 
‘For weeks, I didn’t 


find anything. Then I 
found a sixpence. Since 
that time, I’ve found 
lumps and lumps, but 
it was never as exciting =~ 
as the first coin.” 
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Article by John Fine 





were, also, found which have been dated 
from the first to early third centuries. 
“Ships get “munged” in the rocks,” 
Terry Roe said, using his hands to show 
how vestiges of a shipwreck become 
twisted and crushed by the perpetual force 


anchored the vessel to ride out the 
violence of a Scilly norwester. The 
Lawson became “munged” in the rocks 
where her rusting plates have merged with 
marine life, covered over with kelp and 
anemones, a memorial to the last battle of 


ust beyond Land’s End, where 
j British ships once set off to discover 
the New World, are the Isles of 
Scilly, renowned for wrecks and wrecking. 


Earning a livelihood from wrecked ships 
was as much a tradition to the islands as 
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their inhabitants’ reputation for solid 
seamanship and courage in the face of 
adversity at sea. 

In the early days before motor 
launches, Scillonians would put out in 
gigs, Sometimes carrying the longboats 
overland to be able to launch them from 
leeward in sheltered coves. Islanders 
would row out in gales to rescue sailors 
shipwrecked by the fierce ocean storms 
that lash the coast in winter. Mariners 
who have sailed around the horn, who 
have seen the fury of the Atlantic off 
Scilly’s coast, claim there are no worse 
seas than in winter off Scilly. To the 
unfortunate sons of adversity and 
calamity, thrown overboard in granite 
pinnacles tearing the insides out of their 
vessel, the claim has surely proved true. 
For ships have come up on Scilly’s rocks 
since humankind has put to sea. 

Vestiges of primitive peoples who lived 
on these islands have been dated to 
around 1500 B.C. Clear evidence of 
Roman occupation was found on the 
islands, including coins and bronze 
trinkets uncovered in quantity on the 
uninhabited Easter Island of Nornour. 

Roman coins found in archaeological 
land digs on Nornour date from Emperor 
Vespasian’s time around 69-79 A.D. to 
Gratian, dating between 367 and 383 
A.D. Brooches from the Roman period 


of ocean storms and harsh weather. Over 
the years, little remains of the shipwrecks 
Save some metal plates of iron steamers 
and sailing barques, now overgrown with 
forests of kelp and marine life so thick 
that it becomes difficult to recognize the 
remains bearing any relationship at all to 
once magnificent sailing vessels. 

One such wreck is the seven-masted 
schooner Thomas W. Lawson. At the 
time of ship’s sinking on December 14, 
1907, the Lawson was the largest sailing 
vessel ever built. The 395-foot Lawson 
carried 40,612 square feet of sail and had 
a gross weight of 5,218 tons. Donkey 
engines at each mast took over the work 
of raising and lowering the sails. This 
enabled the owners to cut down on her 
crew to merely 18 men. Built in 1902 in 
Quincy, Massachussetts, the 7. W. 
Lawson was designed to compete with 
steam vessels, proving the economy and 
reliability of sail in an era where steam 
was encroaching heavily on what had 
been the exclusive province of windships. 


On November 20, 1907, the Lawson set 


out from Philadelphia bound for London 
with a cargo of 2% million gallons of 
crude oil. When the Lawson reached the 
Scilly Isles on December 13, 1907, her 


sails were in tatters after a stormy Atlantic 


crossing. Rough water greeted the largest 
windship ever built and her captain 
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sail against steam. 

Terry Roe described some of his work 
salvaging the wreck of the Hollandia, a 
Dutch East India Company ship that 
foundered in more than a hundred feet of 
water, also, off Annet Island on July 13, 
1743. The Hollandia was on its maiden 
voyage outward bound from Texel to 
Batavia which is now call Java. Only four 
people survived of a complement of 276. 
Killed in the wrecking were the wife and 
children of the Governor of the East 
Indes. The Hollandia was carrying 
129,000 guilders for the Indes trade. 

“The rock she hit is called the Gunner’s 
Rock. She sailed about a mile-and-a-half 
before she settled,” Terry Roe related. 
“They heard cannon fire, but the seas 
were so bad, they just couldn’t help them, 
unfortunately,” Terry continued, opening 
a chest of coins and artifacts recovered 
from the Hollandia. “This is from a 
musket. It’s marked VOC, the initials of 
the Dutch East India Company. These 
pillar dollars have come up from her,” 
Terry said, displaying some beautiful 
specimens of the rare coins recovered 
from the deep. 

Two friends who became partners in 
one of the world’s greatest treasure hunts, 
remain as enthusiastic about diving as 
they were in 1968 when they came to 
Scilly on a diving holiday. Jim Hislin 














when combining air/water subject 
matter. 


TESTING THE UNIT 


A look inside the housing reveals still 
more. Installing the camera takes only a 
few seconds, about as long as it takes to 
mount a camera to a tripod. Each unit is 
equipped with an integral AUDIO/LED 
moisture warning system. Should the 
housing leak for any reason, a small 
buzzer alarm, and a red LED (light 
emitting diode) appears in the viewfinder 
allowing the photographer time to return 
to the surface preventing water damage 
to the camera. 

A simple O-ring holds the gears 
securely to the lens, simplifying the 
attaching and removing of the gears 
when changing lenses. Completely gear- 
driven, the controls fall into place at your 
fingertips, all the gears operate very 
smoothly, like the fine-tuning knob on an 
expensive stereo. Focus, aperture and 
shutter speed skirts are provided on 
these controls, which allow for quick 
external indication of settings used. 
These skirts rotate on a special friction 
ring and may be calibrated even after the 
housing has been sealed and taken into 
the water. 

The AQUATICA 3 comes standard 
with the E-O (Electro-Oceanic) type 
strobe connector or can be ordered with 
the Ikelite ICS connector. The choice of 
several strobe arm mounting brackets Is 
available offering the user the widest 
choice of strobe connector 
configurations. 

The new AQUATICA 3 housing 
combines functional design with modern 
technology, and maintains the reputation 
of being the finest and most versatile 
housing available for 35mm underwater 
photography. For more information, write 
AQUA VISION PRODUCTS, Inc., P.O. 
Box 1097, Postal Station Pointe-Claire, 
Quebec, Canada H9S 4H9 


“Val Ranetkins ... talks energetically 
about his new housing and is quick to 
point out the Aquatica 3 as the ‘ultimate’ 
in professional underwater camera 
housing.” 


Above: The Aquatica 3 underwater camera housing by Aqua Vision Systems, Inc. 
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AQUATICA 3 


UNDERWATER CAMERA HOUSING 


by Greg Johnston 


irst impressions, they say, are long 

lasting ones. My introduction to the 

Aquatica line of camera housings 
was last year at the DEMA trade show in 
New Orleans. There, | was able to fondle 
the housing, and talk to designer and 
developer, Val Ranetkins. Ranetkins, an 
industrial engineer, talks energetically 
about his new housing, and is quick to 
point out the AQUATICA 3 as the 
“ultimate” in professional underwater 
camera housings! 

Webster’s describes “ultimate” as 
fundamental, absolute, supreme, 
maximum; incapable of further analysis 
or division. A test dive with the new 
AQUATICA 3 housing is every bit of this 
and more! Handsomely designed and 
ruggedly built from precision cast 
aluminum, the versatility of its features, 
and the available options for this housing 
are most impressive. 

The AQUATICA 3 is the latest model 
to be manufactured in Canada by Aqua 
Vision Systems and is the result of many 
years of testing and research, which has 
seen the development of the earlier 
Aquatica NR, CR, and Aquatica ll. 

The AQUATICA 3 has been designed 
to house the Nikon F-3 with MD-4 motor 
drive and DA-2 action finder, or the New 
Canon F-1 with motor drive, small ni-cad 
pack, and speedfinder. However, the 
housing can be custom ordered to fit 
most camera/motor combinations, and 
for non-motor-driven Cameras a small 
spacer block can be added to hold the 
camera in precise alignment with the 
concentric dome port. An integral ballast 
chamber, located at the base of the 
housing, can be filled with lead shot, thus 
balancing the housing, and allowing 
desired buoyancy. 
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The concept behind the newly 
designed AQUATICA 3 housing is 
simple — allow the photographer full 
range of camera control operation, 
including full motor drive capabilities on 
either single frame shooting or 
continuous rapid shooting. Allow the 
photographer full-viewing through the 
sport finder (slightly recessed to avoid 
scratches) and use the cameras 
through-the-lens metering system, 
eliminating the need for a separate 
underwater meter. One of the most 
unique features of the AQUATICA 
housings is the interchangeability of the 
focus and aperture gears; they may be 
switched according to the photographers 
left/right preference. 


CONSTRUCTION 


Unlike its previous family of modified 
epoxy resin housings, the new 
AQUATICA 3 is sculptured from 
precision-cast marine grade aluminum 
alloy, fully anodized black, externally 
emulsion coated, and finished in pear! 
grey epoxy. The control knobs are made 
of polyurethane, while the control shafts 
are made from corrosion-resistant 
stainless steel. The physical size and 
appearance remain the same; changing 
the main body shell to aluminum has 
increased production control and quality 
assurance. All sealing surfaces are 
machined to military specifications, and 
each housing is tested to a working 
depth of over 350 feet. 

One of the unique aspects of the 
AQUATICA 3 is its three-part design. 
The entire camera is rigidly mounted in 
the center portion of the housing while 
both the back and front ports are easily 


removed. Film loading is a snap! 
Releasing four stainless steel cam-lock 
latches allows quick and easy access to 
the back of the camera. While the 
Camera remains fixed in the housing, 
merely swing the back open as you 
ordinarily would to change film. The front 
ports are, also, easily field 
interchangeable and allow fast and easy 
access to lens changing. Two deep- 
seated o-rings provide a perfectly 
watertight seal for the front and rear 
components. 


DOME PORTS/FLAT PORTS 


The AQUATICA 3 housing comes 
standard with a high optical-grade 8-inch 
dome port. With each housing, three 
focus and aperture gears are included, 
which host a wide variety of lenses. Flat 
ports, most effectively used for macro 
photography, and a machined aluminum 
extension tube that accepts both dome 
and flat ports are, also, available. With 
the accessory extension ring and flat 
ports added to your system, the housing 
will now accommodate lenses ranging 
from 8mm fisheye to 200mm macro 
telephoto. 

Aqua Vision Systems designs and 
manufactures their own line of custom 
dome ports, giving this firm extensive 
control in research of various dome 
curvature radii configurations. Custom 
12-inch, 18-inch, and 24-inch (nominal 
diameter) dome ports are available. 
These dome ports were originally 
designed for National Geographic 
photographers for such specialized 
photography as above and below shots. 
The large dome minimizes the need for 
special dioptors and enhances resolution 








GIANT 
HEAVY DUTY 
INFLATABLE BOATS 
2MAN $38 
3 MAN $50 
4 MAN $65 


Call Free 
Before Midnight For The Next 30 Days 


As part of an advertising test, Dunlap Boat Mfg. 
will send any of the above size boats to anyone 
who reads and responds to this test before the 
next 30 days. Each Boat Lot No. (Z-26 PVC) is con- 
structed of tough high density fabric (resistant to 
abrasions, sunlight, salt & oil), electronically weld- 
ed embossed seams, nylon safety line grommeted 
all around, heavy duty oar locks, 3 separate air 
chambers for extra safety (4 air chambers in 
4-man), self-locking safety valves, bow lifting & 
towing handle and are recommended for marine, 
ocean and fresh water recreation, camping, fishing 
or a family fun boat. Each boat will be accom- 
panied with a LIFETIME guarantee that it must 
perform 100% or it will be replaced free. Add $7 
handling & crating for each boat requested, 
Dunlap Boat Mfg. pays all shipping. If your order 


is received within the next ten days you will receive - 


FREE a combined hand/foot inflator/deflator 
bellows style pump for each boat requested. 
Should you wish to return your boat you may do 
so for a full refund. Any letter postmarked after 30 
days will be returned. LIMIT three (3) boats per ad- 
dress, no exceptions. Send appropriate sum 
together with your name and address to: Boat 
Dept. #816, Dunlap Boat Mfg., 2940 W. Pico Blvd., 
Los Angeles, CA 90006. Or for fastest service from 
any part of the country call 1-800-824-9988 for 
Boat Dept. #816 (Calif. residents call collect 
213-735-9363), before midnight seven days a 
week. Have credit card ready. 
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PURE AIR?} 


Our little box and its contents 
just might save your life! 


FIELD TEST KIT $124.00 
Test for 0, CO, , CO content 






PRO SHOP KIT $525.00 
Test for 0, CO. , CO, H.0 and oil vapors. 
Contains precision regulator and flowmeter 


SUB-AQUA TEST SYSTEMS 
P.0. Box 863 
DeRidder, La 70634 


(318) 462-6384 
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Lee ® Solid Molded Body 
“3” @ Celluar Space Age Plastic 
® Shock Proof 
® Corrosion Proof $17.95 
® One Year Full Guarantee 


El Mar Corporation, 821 East Artesia Blvd., Dept. ST, Carson, CA 90746 (213) 327-3180 


TEN YEARS OF SERVICE TO THE DIVING INDUSTRY 


: | 
5214 N.W. 35TH AVENUE 
MIAMI, FLA. USA 33142 


PHONE: (305) 634-9622 SURES 


INCORPORATED 


HIGH PRESSURE COMPRESSED AIR & GAS SYSTEMS v 

ENGINEERED TO YOUR SPECIFICATIONS a 

* NEW COMPRESSORS * REPLACEMENT PARTS 

* RE-BUILT COMPRESSORS _ * PURIFICATION SYSTEMS 

* 3 TO 300 CEM. * CHEMICALS SiMe 
* PRESSURES TO 5000 P.S.l. | * CASCADE SYSTEMS -DISTRIBUTOR 


* FULL SERVICE DEPT. * VALVES * GAUGES SNORT EEE GEC 
“Big Or Small... We Handle Them All” JOY 


(305) 63 h =96929 POSEIDON 


Have You Ever Dreamed of 
Living On a Tropical Island? 


Yes! Then read TROPICAL 
ISLAND LIVING. Each month 
you ll hear the story of someone who 
has moved to a tropical island. See 
dozens of homes for sale and rent in 
Hawaii, the Caribbean and South 
Pacific. Learn about living costs, 
jobs, schools, hospitals, taxes and 
more! We can help you live your 
dream. 





YES! I want to learn more about living 
ona tropical island. Please send the next 
three issues at the introductory price of 
$9.00. Satisfaction guaranteed or your 
money refunded! 


LJ Check L] Money order 


(please print) 
NAME 


ADDRESS 
CITY/STATE/ZIP 


Mail with payment to: 
TROPICAL ISLAND LIVING 
1600 Wilson Blvd., Suite 101-S, Arlington, VA 22209, U.S.A. 















Sunken Fleet Mapped 


A unique map has been recently revised 
and republished marking the locations of 
Japanese ships sunk in the Pacific’s Truk 
Lagoon during American Carrier attacks of 
February, 1944. More than fifty ships lie 
beneath the lagoon waters as if in an under- 
water time capsule, a virtual “ghost fleet” rest- 
ing on the lagoon floor many with their cargo 
of zero fighters, tanks, naval and ordnance 
and the grisly remains of the crew and their 
personal effects. The ships are located on the 
map along with their names, water depth and 
a brief description of each. 


The “Map of the Ghost Fleet of the Truk 
Lagoon” is available for $2.50 from: Office of 
Tourism, Dept. of R & D, P.O. Box 280, 
Moen, Truk Eastern Caroline Islands 96942. 


Frehsee & Holland to Fisheye In ‘85 


Fisheye Photographic of Grand Cayman, 
who earlier this year was named the first 
NAUI sanctioned Photo College in the world, 
proudly announces two advanced photo 
seminars to be held in Grand Cayman in 1985. 
Dubbed “Master Classes” by Fisheye owner 
Martin Sutton, they are designed with the 
advanced amateur in mind. Each will take the 
form of five day seminars including lecture 
sessions, in-water photo coaching sessions, 
and critique periods. 








Lloyd Bridges, Chairman of Nat'l YMCA 
Underwater Activities 
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What New— 


Rick Frehsee, one of the world’s best 
known underwater photojournalists, will 
teach one course in June covering wide angle 
photographic techniques. Robert Holland, a 
top underwater photojournalist specializing in 
the marine sciences, will also teach one course 
in June, covering animal behavior and wildlife 
photographic techniques 


Tuition for both courses is $995 including 
accommodations, diving, photo equipment, 
film and processing. For full details contact 
Martin J. Sutton, Fisheye Photographic Ser- 
vices, P.O. Box 2123, Grand Cayman, B.W.1. 
(809) 947-4209. 


YMCA Center Moves 


The National YMCA Center for Under- 
water Activities has moved to the Atlanta, 
Georgia area. The new address is: National 
YMCA Center for Underwater Activities, 
Atlanta Office-Oakbrook Square, 6083-A 
Oakbrook Parkway, Norcross, GA 30092. 
Phone (404) 662-5172. 


Destination Hawaii 


Destination Hawaii, an association of 26 
Dive/Snorkel businesses across the state and 
2 equipment manufacturer/distributors, is 
promoting Hawaii as a major diving and 
snorkeling destination. 


The Hawaii Dive/ Snorkel businesses have 
set competition aside so as to coordinate their 
efforts toward promoting the excellent dive 
opportunities throughout the state. 


The membership plans to gain additional 
support from non-member sources who 
directly benefit from the association’s efforts, 
such as the airline, hotel and rental car indus- 
tries. The idea of the “dive package,” including 
air, hotel, car and diving, is receiving increas- 
ing support from Hawaii operators statewide. 


In addition to its promotional purpose, 
Destination Hawaii is becoming a means by 
which to maintain the quality of service and 
safe diving practices throughout the state of 
Hawaii. To be a member of Destination 
Hawaii might be comparable to receiving the 
“Good Housekeeping Seal of Approval!” 

For further information contact Destina- 
tion Hawaii, P.O. Box 90295, Honolulu, HI 
96835. 


Helix Trip 85 


The 1985 Helix Photo/ Dive trip to the Phi- 
lippines will be from February 23rd through 
March 12th. Contact Dan Kasberger, 325 W. 
Huron St., Chicago, IL 60610. (312) 
944-4405. 








OOPS!!!! 


SCUBA TIMES slipped up! In our last 
issue (Volume 5, Number 4) we listed all 
map products of LEH Cartography, Inc. as 
retailing for a “mere $5.25". What we 
should have said was that the poster maps 
and map slates of the Yucatan Channel, 
Isla de Cozumel and Grand Cayman all 
retail for $8.95. 


LEH’s latest design as shown above, 
“CHART YOUR OWN COURSE” (Base 
map in navy ink on a navy background, 
20’" square) which comes complete with a 
colored pen for you to mark your own 
course across the Caribbean retails for 
$5.95. 


Lola Huitt, the creator of the map 
designs for LEH Cartography, is now 
researching for her newest creations - 
Underwater maps of the Hawaiian Islands 
dive and snorkel locations. LEH has joined 
forces with Divesports Publishing, pub- 
lisher of the newly revised Diver's Guide to 
Underwater America, to produce a new 
book Underwater Hawaii. 


This guide, featuring the underwater 
structure maps, will not only direct you to 
the best of Hawaiian diving, but will, also, 
inform you about the unique geologic his- 
tory that makes Hawaiian diving so differ- 
ent from the Caribbean. Since the 
Hawaiian Islands are actually the remains 
of immense volcanoes that erupted from 
the abyss, they offer great opportunities to 
see open ocean rovers such as eagle 
rays, sea turtles, or even whale sharks. 
And because of the relatively recent (in 
geologic time) volcanic activity, divers 
have the opportunity to explore such fas- 
cinating lava structures as hollow lava 
tubes, or dormant submerged volcanic 
craters, now home to hordes of tropicals. 


For more information about LEH Carto- 
graphy, Inc., the DIVER’S GUIDE tele- 
phone: 512 / 442-5421. 
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No automobiles. Great fishing. 

No television. Breathtaking sunsets. 

No nightclubs. Luxury villas and hotel 
accommodations. No telephones. Secluded 
beaches. Delicious food and excellent 
service. Terrific scuba diving, snorkeling, 
tennis, sailing. Deep-water marina. 

Paved runway. No problems. No hassles. 


The relaxed little island in the Bahamas. 
Just 45 minutes away. | 


Packages INCLUDING 
AIRFARE begin at $229.00 
per person. 


4 WaLKER’S Cay 


— HOTEL AND MARINA 
ear ABaCO. BaHaMas 


700 S.W. 34th St. @ Fort Lauderdale, Florida 
33315 @ (305) 522-1469 @ (305) 523-4300 © (800) 
327-3714 (USA Toll Free) @ (800) 432-2092 (FLA 
Toll Free) @ Telex 51-4375-HANSA JET 

Daily flights from Ft. Lauderdale 
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SCUBA CHECKS 


Le rani, ee Pee oe pe i, a . 
IN FULL COLOR 

This spectacular color series takes you to reefs in the 
Cayman Islands, Cozumel, and Bimini. Use these checks 
and share what only we as divers can experience. 
You don’t have to order checks from your bank. Identity Check Printers will print 
all the information on your checks necessary to make them conform to A.B.A. 
Standards. Please ask your bank if the Federal Reserve has assigned them any 
new routing numbers, if they have changed their MICR layout, or if consecutive 
numbering in the MICR line is required but is not already printed on your present 
checks. If so, a specification sheet must be filled out by your bank and sent along 
with your order. 
TO PROCESS YOUR ORDER FOR SCUBA CHECKS QUICKLY 
AND ACCURATELY WE NEED: 

4. A check in payment of the order. 

2. A voided sample check. 

3. A deposit slip. All information to be printed on checks 
should be indicated on the deposit slip. 

4. The order form below completely filled out. Indicate 
starting number, if none is given, checks will be printed 
beginning with No. 101. 

ORDERS SHIPPED VIA 3AD CLASS MAIL — ALLOW FOUR TO SIX WEEKS FOR DELIVERY 


Identity Check Printers Box 149-D Park Ridge, IL 60068 
These top-bound personal size checks are printed in full color. One part deposit slips and 
check register are included in each order. 


Place my order for SCUBA ASS’T. Checks STARTING NO. 

[] 200 Checks — $16.00 1 400 checks — $27.00... $ 

-] Checkbook cover $1.00 (if needed).............--. $ 

CJ First Class Mail (Optional- Faster Delivery) — $3.00. . $____ 
TOTAL ENCL. $_ 

SHIP TO: 

Address 


Gite et ee a late al Zi 
SAVE FOR YOUR NEXT ORDER OF CHECKS 
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Associate of Science degree in Sport Diving Operations will give you 
the skills and knowledge you need to make them come true. 

This is an accredited college program, open to basic divers who will 
graduate in two years with instructor certification, plus a lot more 
under their weight belts: boat handling skills, compressor maintenance, 
Ch rorcuuteConmerterterantaelemcepentoltaelmuserviumyr-beertetjellemirte caatels 
and retailing techniques... In short, everything you need to know to 
be successful in the sport diving business. 

Our exciting new program is all this and more. F.I.T. admits students 
el arlohvm a: Cucmue) (o)omre) mer lateserlmesarcdatel(emelutitom-tetemelercmielmettroutte 
nate on the basis of handicap in admissions or access to its programs. 


a Florida Institute of Technology 
Jensen Beach Campus, Office of Admissions 
1707 N.E. Indian River Drive @ Jensen Beach, Florida 33457 © (305) 334-4200 
Call Toll Free (800) 241-7826, in Florida (800) 433-0116 
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Schools of Though 


Article by Tim Cahill 


et us now consider the larger 
Ag lessons of sport diving as they 
relate to the Big Picture, by which I 
mean the nature of the human condition, 
smart thinking in general, and civilization 
as we know it. Today’s topic: the role of 
instinct, as opposed to knowledge, in the 
recognition of those aquatic animals that 
may limit our enjoyment of the sport by 
turning otherwise avid divers into what are 
commonly termed “dead guys.” 

One case in point: a scuba diving 
instructor of my acquaintance, in an effort 
to eliminate any unpleasant interface 
between her students and certain poisonous 
underwater creatures, sends newly certified 
divers into the sea with this stern 
admonition: “if it’s ugly, don’t touch it.” 

Implicit in the eminently sensible 
warning is a corollary idea: trust your 
instincts. First impressions count. Don’t 
intellectualize bogies and ogres. On dry 
land, for instance, one might struggle to 
overcome an initial antipathy and actually 
shake hands with an attorney, however 
slimy he or she may be. In the sea, this sort 
of touching tolerance to that which the 
average man finds unutterably foul can be 
deadly. 

Your basic stone fish, for instance, is an 
ugly fellow, lumpy, misshapen, mineral 
gray in color, warty, somnolent and 
poisonous enough to kill in some cases. 
Unlike certain brands of toilet tissue, this 
nasty little sack of poison elicits an 
instinctive negative tactile impression: don’t 
squeeze the stone fish. 

Sea snakes exhibit a similar lack of 
perceived cuddlibility. Topside, some of us 
may handle snakes for one reason or 
another. We know —- hoorah for high 
school biology —- that not all snakes are 
poisonous. Even the venomous varieties 
can be flummoxed by certain hardly clever 
techniques, and I myself once helped a 
scientific team collect a few dozen prairie 
rattlers in Montana, where I live. 

So, why is it that I can handle rattlers, 
while sea snakes of any variety fill me with 
dread? Once, in the pearly waters of Manila 
Bay, under typhoon gray skies, I found 


If It’s Ugly, 
Don’t 
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myself sailing through a great writhing 
mass of snakes: hundreds of thousands of 
these olive gray serpents, long as baseball 
bats, thin as pool cues. 

They covered an acre or more of the 
surface so that the water seemed alive, 
tormented, and the sunning snakes, like 
worms in a bait can, twined and intertwined 
in a slow, morally indefensible erotic ballet. 
The ketch was running before the wind at a 
good six knots and I had disagreeable 





“I found myself 
sailing through 
a great writhing 
mass of snakes 
... they covered 
an acre or more 
of the surface 
so that the water 
seemedalive...” 





visions of the keel slicing through scores of 
sea snakes. I imagined snakes coiling about 
the rudder, sentient snakes inching upward, 
slithering up onto the deck in a fury of 
revenge. I saw it all in my mind’s eye: the 
deck, this small wooden world, only 45 feet 
long completely carpeted in a horror of 
serpents so that there was no place to step 
that was not a living nightmare. I could see 
myself climbing the mizzenmast and 
looking out onto a sea of snakes from 
horizon to horizon. and below, coiling up 
the halyard, snakes with glowing coals for 
eyes, serpents on the rise, climbing slowly 
toward the kill, in no hurry now that the 
world belonged to them. 

It was a kind of grotesque waking dream 








that I experienced there in that sea of 
snakes, one that I can still recall with a blunt 
force of intensity that sets bile rising in my 
throat and calls forth the near forgotten 
words of a person named Moon Zappa: 
“gag me with a spoo-oon.” 

Why the revulsion? A theologian might 
argue that the snake is an archetype, 
derived from the Book of Genesis, and, as 
such, represents the devil, or evil, and 
therefore the revulsion I feel is purely a 
moral one: an indication that I have placed 
myself, willy-nilly, on the side of the angels 
and am, basically, a good boy. An 
anthropologist would reply that the ancient 
Sumerians, also, believed that the first man 
and woman were driven from a mythical 
garden -— in the manner of Adam and Eve 
— but that the tempter, in this case, was a 
fox. The anthropologist wants to know 
why we don’t instinctively find foxes 
revolting. To which the Jungian 
psychologist replies: “on accountta we ain’t 
Sumerians, dirt for brains.” 

Your Freudian psychologist sees the 
snake as a fetish that conjures up 
frightening visions of castration arising out 
of a repressed Oedipal love affair with a 
parent of the opposite sex. 

A diver, on the other hand, doesn’t really 
have to think about all this. All sea snakes, 
without exception, are venomous to one 
degree or another: a bite can cause 
giddiness, weakness, drooping of the 
eyelids, lockjaw, and, in some species, 
respiratory or kidney failure resulting in 
death. Those of us who don’t know this 
intellectually —- one demerit for high school 
biology -- understand it at some deeper 
level. Instinct arises out of the genes, and 
raises gooseflesh along the back and arms, 
so that with absolutely no biological, 
anthropological, theological, psychological 
training, we know that serpents of the sea 
are poisonous. Smart guys can argue 
through volumes of learned arguments 
about this, but divers know —in some area 
of the soul, located beyond knowledge -—- 
that certain creatures make our skin crawl 
for a reason. If you don’t know what it is, 
and it’s ugly, don’t touch it. 


Touch It! 








equipment, and there is a much larger 
selection of pre-recorded material availa- 
ble in the VHS format. VHS (Home Video 
System) differs from BETA in its recording 
path and head transport speed with the 
two formats being incompatible (Example: 
A Betamax recorder cannot play a VHS 
tape). This is a deliberate oversimplifica- 
tion to avoid confusion in this introductory 
article. 

If you presently own no videocassette 
recorder and are exploring the possibilities 
of underwater video, it is a Safe suggestion 
that you look into the purchase of a porta- 
ble VHS videocassette recorder with and 
accompanying tuner/timer so you start 
with a unit that can function as your main 
home deck as well as your portable 
recorder for taping with a camera. The 
added advantages are that most portable 
machines have superior taping capabili- 
ties, special functions, are built for fairly 
ruggea use, and are designed to use the 
standard videocassette size — T1120 2 hr 
tape. If you already own a VCR, you might 
be interested in one of the new “cam- 
corders’ (one-piece camera and recorder 
combinations), although this author would 
be reluctant to recommend one due to its 
tape length of 20 minutes vs. 2 hours of 
tape. Further, the new 8mm video format 


BELOW: From left, Aquavideo PV12, PV10 and 
PV8 custom housings. 


would receive no recommendation due to 
its limited production and poor market 
reception. 

Video camera considerations are most 
importantly size (the compact models by 
JVC/Panasonic are easily housed and 
accessed) and image/light characteris- 
tics, as well as viewfinder design. Once the 
Camera and recorder choices have been 
made, the sportdiver is now ready to con- 
sider housings. Several companies that 
make underwater housings for still/film 
cameras have developed video housings 
and some very specialized companies 
have opened shop with underwater video 
being their only business. Housings are 
available in aluminum, PVC plastic, plexi- 
glass, and flexible plastic with features that 
can be either very simple or complex, 
depending on options chosen by the div- 
ing videographer. 


Special Author's Note: Accumulat- 
ing state of the art technical informa- 
tion on video equipment, housings 
and purchase recommendations 
can be time consuming and frustrat- 
ing. | recommend a phone call to 
AQUAVIDEO, Inc., in Miami, Florida, 
(305) 558-4336/55VIDEO as 
money well spent. The owner, Mike 


Hastings, is a very knowledgeable 
and personable young man who will 
spend the time assisting you in 
video choices. 


VIDEO TECHNIQUES 


With equipment in hand, and your air- 
plane ticket to a diving destination in your 
pocket, you are ready to set about the 
production of an underwater masterpiece. 
Your videotaping strategy will be more 
closely related to and revolve around film 
techniques as opposed to still photo- 
graphy. An exciting part of the underwater 
video experience will be learning filmmak- 
ing techniques such as panning, zooming, 
dollying, (underwater swim through), 
entrance/exit coordination, storyboard 
planning and sequence construction. The 
challenge continues with the considera- 
tions of post-production such as editing, 
titling, special effects, soundtracking, and 
dubbing. 

Once completed, your videotape will 
almost certainly excite and retain the 
attention of your audience, no matter 
whether they are dive buddies or non- 
diving friends. No more yawns and blood- 
shot eyes when the slide show ends. This 
article has but briefly touched on and 
introduced you to several areas of the total 
vido experience. Hopefully, future articles 
will address each in detail as underwater 
video emerges as one of the preferred 
visual vehicles of sportdiving. 
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by Dick Masten 


VIDEO .. VIDEO .. VIDEO.... This year’s 
buzzword circulates among friends and 
acquaintances at social gatherings, busi- 
ness meetings and now, aboard diveboats 
and in the bars of most diving destinations. 
For the diver, VIDEO represents the most 
exciting new development to reach the 
scuba scene in recent years. The ability to 
share your favorite diving adventure with 
friends and family while seated in the com- 
fort of your own living room before the 
television set is easily within reach. 

Most households either already own or 
are, at least, contemplating the purchase 
of their own first videocassette recorder 
(VCR). With discounted equipment prices 
and an increase in consumer awareness 
with regard to video capabilities, those 
numbers increase daily. But for the scuba 
diver, several basic questions about video 
remain. Should | buy now or wait for the 
“new’ video equipment to be developed? 
What type of equipment should | buy? Is 
video equipment easy to use? How bulky 
is the equipment? This article will serve as 
a brief introduction to VIDEO for the sport- 
diver and hopefully answer some of those 
questions. 


Video — The Medium 


For years, the public has been enter- 
tained in movie fashion. From early 
cinema to television to home movies, peo- 
ple have enjoyed viewing action sequen- 
ces depicting drama, adventure, scenery, 
and romance. The most important single 
element of this entertainment is the visible 
movement. If a picture is worth a thousand 
words, what then is a moving picture 
worth? As sportdivers, we have been 
thrilled over the years with the cinemato- 
graphy of Jacques Cousteau, Stan 
Waterman, and other great diving film- 
makers. Most of us have silently longed to 
be a part of the underwater film crew cap- 
turing those exciting underwater sequen- 
ces. Expensive equipment and proces- 
sing/production costs have prohibited all 
but a few individuals from trying their hand 
at underwater moviemaking. Home movie 
(8mm/Super 8) formats were available, 
but involved film and processing costs and 
the need for a screen and projector to view 
the film. 





ABOVE: JVC “‘videomovie’’ camera with 
Aquavideo PV8 custom housing 


The arrival of videotape eliminated most 
of those headaches and came complete 
with a long list of advantages. Since a 
videocassette recorder untilzes magnetic 
tape, aS opposed to emulsion film, no 
developing/processing is required. The 
tape is reusable, inexpensive, available for 
immediate viewing, comes within its own 
cassette in much longer lengths than film 
and — oh, yes — captures sound as well 
as sight! It is viewed on any home televi- 
sion set (no more projectors, screens, or 
requests for the “lights”) or, in the field, 
even through the camera's viewfinder. 
Sequences of tape can be assembled 
electronically with a second recorder (edit- 
ing) to form a finished story and sound/- 
narration easily added from microphones, 
audio cassettes, turntables, or other audio 
sources — Allin a push-button fashion, no 
cutting — no splicing, your hands never 
touch the tape! 

The versatility of the videocassette 
recorder (all of the above features plus the 
ability to tape TV/cable shows, play 
prerecorded tapes and movies, times pro- 
grammability for independent operation) is 
further complemented by the features of 
the video camera. Small, lightweight, and 


extremely sensitive, today’s home format 
video cameras are available with auto- 
focus, zoom controls, automatic exposure 
(iris), and character generation capabili- 
ties (for adding titles, time-date, etc.) allow- 
ing the user to achieve dramatic, profes- 
sional results with what basically amounts 
to a “point and shoot” approach to filming 
(correctly termed — “taping’”). NOW —Try 
all of that with your Nikonos. 

In the production of a videotape, you 
become the cameraman, sound engineer, 
producer, (after all, you bought the tape 
even if it did only cost $5.99), director (you 
set up, start, and stop the scenes “CUT”, 
script and casting consultant (you pick the 
story and your dive buddies), as well as the 
final film editor. If you have the ambition 
and the imagination, all you need is the 
equipment to allow for endless 
possibilities. 


VIDEO EQUIPMENT CHOICES FOR 
THE SPORT DIVER: 


Home video comes in two basic for- 
mats: VHS and BETA with VHS systems 
being the overwhelming favorite of custo- 
mers. More companies manufacture VHS 


Video ... Video ... Video 
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Something more for the 








amateur and the professional 





For the amateur ... 


Amateur photographers can get top-quality photographs 
with the Hanimex Amphibian cameras. The Hanimex 35 
Amphibian with built-in strobe is one of the easiest & most 
affordable ways to take photos down to 150’ underwater. 
Impervious to moisture, sand, or dust, the Hanimex 35 
Amphibian is the perfect companion for any outdoor 
activity. With apertures from f2.8 to f22, featuring 
variable focusing with built-in light meter, an optional 
close-up lens is available for a more detailed look at your 
subject. The Hanimex 35 can also accomodate an external 
strobe for more light when you need it. Also available 


in 110 format, the Hanimex 110 is prefocused 3’ to infinity 


and has 3 position exposure settings. Each camera features 
electronic flash and automatic motor drive film advance. 
Both the Hanimex 35mm & 110 Amphibian make picture 
taking simple. 





NEW for the professional... 
Aquaflash 28 


Latest in the Helix line of strobes is the all-weather under- 
water Aquaflash 28. The NEW Aquaflash 28 offers auto- 
matic and manual exposure control down to 165’, a built 
in slave circuit, and is dedicated for Nikonos IV and V. 
The Aquaflash 28 incorporates a twin flash reflector 
designed for even coverage as well as wide coverage up 

to a 28mm lens. With ASA 100 film, the power range 

of the Aquaflash 28 is f11 at 3’ underwater and f12.5 

at 10’ topside. Featuring full and % power settings, the 
NEW Aquaflash 28 is the ideal strobe for the serious 
underwater photographer. 


Dealer Inquiries Welcome 





Hanimex 110/35mm Amphibian Cameras 


Autofocus cameras offer quality 35mm photography that 
eliminates guesswork. And now you can take your auto- 
focus camera underwater with a sturdy Helix Auto-Marine 
Housing. The compact Auto-Marine is perfect for both 
underwater and topside autofocus photography. It features 
a patented infrared autofocus regulator for use from 2 to 
10 feet, and it can go down to 40 meters. 
The Helix Auto-Marine Housing is available for these 
autofocus cameras: 

Nikon L35AF 

Canon AF35M (New Canon Sure 

Shot) 

Canon AF35M2 

Minolta AF-SV 

Pentax PC35AF 


NEW housings for 35mm cameras 
Helix/Kamba Housing for Canon “A” 
series camera w/winder 
Helix/Kamba Housing for Nikon EM 
camera w/winder 


Helix Extension Tube Set 


Add a new dimension to your underwater photographs 
with the NEW Helix Extension Tube Sets. Available for 
both 35 and 28mm lenses in variable magnification ratios, 
the Helix Extension Tubes allow you to get in close to 
the subject for better detail. 


Available in the following sets: 

Extension Tube Set for 35mm UWN 1:1, 1:2, 2:1 

Deluxe Extension Tube Set for 35mm UWN 2:1, 
TA, 2, 1:3 

Master Extension Tube Set for 35 & 28mm UWN 
for 35mm - 2:1, 1:1, 1:2, 1:3 
for 28mm - 1:1.8, 1:2.75 





: : fan i xX This coupon redeemable with purchase at Helix or 
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~ With a little 
imagination, 
the slide copier 
is capable of 
doing some 
fairly magical 
things.” 
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Article by Bill Lovin 


least for avid underwater 
photographers. 

I get the blahs in winter, especially 
when I look at all that underwater photo 
gear rapidly collecting dust in the closet. 
In an effort to beat those winter blues and 
add a little spice to my underwater slide 
shows, I planned a series of projects for 
this winter. Since I couldn’t go diving and 
take new pictures, I decided to create new 
images using photographs I already had. 

The essential element in my plan was a 
slide duplicating attachment for my 
35mm camera. The slide duplicator 
consists of a bellows extension which 
allows the camera lens to focus on a small 
area and a device for positioning a slide in 
front of it. Most often, photographers use 
a slide duplicator for making exact copies 
of their precious slides, correcting over- or 
under-exposure or cropping. But with a 
little imagination, the slide copier is 
capable of doing some fairly magical 
things. 


| t is the winter of our discontent ... at 


Perhaps the simplest bit of magic you 
can perform is simply to add or change 
the colors of your slide. Using vivid color 
filters or theatrical gels, you can add 
striking color by copying the slide with 
the filter between your light source and 
the slide copier. 

Sandwiching is another technique that 
can produce exciting images, quite often 
from less than exciting slides. Choose 
slides that have a single strong element, a 
seagull against a white sky and a stand of 
sea oats with nothing else in the picture. 
Sandwiched together, they produce an 
exciting shot of a seagull with wings 
spread over a dune. Take the same shot 
of the gull and sandwich it with a blazing 
sunset for a similarly exciting effect. 

For years, I’ve admired the exciting 
fish-eyes photographs produced by 
shooters like Rick Frehsee; yet, P’'ve never 
been able to justify the cost of a fish-eye 
lens for my Nikonos. However, with a 
perfectly round hole punched in a piece of 
opaque cardboard and my slide copier, I 
can create a fish-eye effect using a slide 
which exhibits some wide-angle 
distortion. 


Another relatively simple trick which 
can produce exceptional images is double 
exposure. Double exposing works well for 
combining elements which are set against 
dark backgrounds. Two red sponges 
photographed at night can easily be 
combined with a photograph of a diver 
silhouetted in a mouth of a cave. 

Using double exposure technique and a 
little creative paper cutting, it is even 
possible to combine picture elements such 
as a dive boat on the surface and a diver 
just below. 

Underwater photography, for many of 
us, is a Creative and stimulating pursuit. 
With projects such as these, it can provide 
hours of personal satisfaction all year- 
round, limited only by your own 
imagination. 


Bill Lovin is a film and videotape 
producer often working in the 
underwater field. He has traveled 
extensively, shooting in China, South 
America, the mid-East and throughout 
Europe. Through his company, 
Marine Grafics, he has produced nine 
underwater films and television 
specials. He lectures and appears at 
film shows around the U.S. 
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Viva la Difference? 


This article by Dr. Bruce Bassett of the 
Human Underwater Biology Lab in San 
Antonio is not just for women. Anyone 
directly involved with women in the area 
of scuba diving should read this. Even if 
you’ve never met a female who scuba 
dives, you might want to read this and 
reaffirm that there really is a difference! 


were men, and all military divers 

were men. The physiological studies 
of the effects of diving were therefore 
conducted on men; usually young men. 
While the effects of diving on everyone 
else — older men, children and particu- 
larly women —have not been in the 
laboratory, some observations on the pos- 
sible effects of diving by women have 
been made. 
Physical Factors 


Most sports medicine authorities agree 
women can participate on an equal basis 
with men in most sports, providing size 
and other anatomical differencés are 
taken into account. 

Size does have an impact on the use of 
scuba gear, which in the the past was 
designed to fit the average man. 
Manufacturers have now been producing 
equipment that is sized to the woman 
diver —- to the benefit of youngsters and 
small-statured males as well. 

Women have a greater proportion of 
fat per pound of body weight. Also, 
women have 23% muscle, compared to a 
man’s 40%. But, because of hormonal 
differences, a woman can increase her 
strength 50 to 75% without increasing 
muscle bulk. Since nitrogen in 
compressed air is five times more soluble 
in fat than in non-fat, this may represent a 
lability to the woman in terms of 
decompression problems, but this has not 
been proven in the laboratory. 

Decompression Sickness 


| nitially, most compressed air divers 


In comparing men and women exposed 
to altitude at the U.S. Air Force’s School 
of Aerospace Medicine over a ten-year 
period, this author found that the 
incidence of decompression sickness was 
greater in women by a factor of four, and 
that this difference was statistically highly 
significant. 

Further comparisons in this study 
showed that women, when compared to 
men who were exposed to the same 
altitudes in an identical manner, had: 1) 
more skin symptoms; 2) more rapid onset 
of bends pain; and 3) more recurrences 
and lasting effects of decompression 
sickness. 


Susan Bangassar, Ph. D., who 
conducted the Medical Aspects of 
Women Divers Survey, also, found a 
difference in incidence of decompression 
sickness between male and female scuba 
instructors in Southern California. 
Women had a 3.3-fold greater incidence 
than men; another significant statistic. 

While no laboratory research has been 
conducted to explain the possible 
differences, both anatomical and 
physiological differences can be 
hypothesized to explain the increased 
apparent susceptibility of women to 
bends. Factors which might be expected 
to increase the risk of bends in women 
include: 1) a greater proportion and 
different distribution of body fat; 2) fluid 
shifts and fluid retention as related to the 
menstrual cycle; 3) cyclic hormonal 
changes; and 4) the use of oral 
contraceptives. 


Other factors that need to be addressed 
in discovering differences in bends 
susceptibility include blood flow, blood 
clotting, blood vessel dynamics, and 
vasoactive substances. 

As for recommendations for avoiding 
bends, this author recommends diving 
conservatively and well within the limits 
of the no-decompression tables. Since 
there are no “tables” for women divers, 
this, of course, refers to the same old U.S. 
Navy-derived tables we all use a sport 
divers. 

Effects of Temperature 

Women have more body fat on a 
percentage basis, and subcutaneous fat 
does serve as a good insulator due to the 
lower thermal conductivity of fat. 
However, in a study of women’s responses 
to cooling in water, it was found that a 
second factor, also, determines an 
individual’a sensitivity to cold. A large 
ratio of surface area to body mass is 
found in lean women with less than 27% 
body fat. This causes cooling at a faster 
rate. Above 30% body fat, men and 
women are equal in their sensitivity to 
cooling. 

On the other end of the scale, a woman 
is, also, likely to suffer from over-heating 
sooner, since sweating in women does not 
begin as soon as it does in men. Also, 
women have a lesser number of 
functioning sweat glands to aid in 
evaporative cooling. 


Pregnancy 

More questions regarding diving during 
pregnancy have been asked of this author 
than all other questions combined 


regarding diving women. 

As stated, the primary area of concern 
is related to the possible grave effects on 
an infants body structures should 
bubbling occur in the fetus during the first 
trimester, when all organs are being 
formed. A case history received from 
Australia deserves attention and may be 
related to this area of concern. 

A woman made 20 dives during a 15- 
day vacation, which occurred 40-55 days 
after her last menstrual period. Most 
dives were to 60 feet or less, except three 
dives to 100 feet and one to 120 feet. 
Some dives did require decompression 
stops, which were reportedly carefully 
controlled (along with ascent speeds). 
However, on one dive to 60 feet, she 
made a rapid ascent when her buddy had 
a problem. She noted feeling tired after 
this dive, but had no pains or other 
symptoms. 


This diver’s baby was born with 
multiple defects and deformities of the 
eyes, tongue, neck, jaw, hands, fingers, 
hip joints, knees, and feet. The type of 
deformities and time at risk were noted to 
be similar to the danger of the drug 
Thalidamide. 

Again, one case history does not prove 
anything, especially where other pertinent 
information and history are provided. 
However, if in fact the effects were related 
to diving, they correlate with what the 
diving medical community has postulated 
concerning bubble effects on the 
developing fetus. The unknown risks are 
too severe to take unnecessary chances. 
Decompression is only one hazard to the 
pregnant diver’s developing fetus. Other 
hazards include hypoxia and oxygen 
toxicity — too little or too much oxygen. 

The first study of the influence of 
decompression on developing fetuses was 
performed on dogs. It indicated the 
fetuses were resistant to bubble formation 
even when the mother had lethal DSC 
and bubbles were present in the amniotic 
fluid. Similar findings were produced in 
experiments with rats. 

Later studies using pregnant sheep 
produced opposite results — massive 
bubble formation in the fetus while the 
mother was bubble-free. 


Firm conclusions cannot and must not 
be drawn from such preliminary studies. 
Of course, you should not be lulled into a 
false sense of security because a few 
acquaintances dived while pregnant with 
no apparent harmful effects on the 

Continued on page 65 








Diving Etiquette 


DIVER'’S DO 


Like everything in life, when more 
than one person is involved in 
something, there will be gripes about 
the different approaches used by the 
various people involved. Scuba diving 
is no exception. In fact, in this 
adventurous sport, you’d often have 
to use ear plugs to keep from hearing 
the complaints of the divers about 
other divers’ thoughtlessness. 

So, we at SCUBA TIMES thought 
we’d give our readers a chance to 
sound off about just what it is other 
divers do that bother them. The 
response was tremendous. We can't 
run all of the letters, so we decided to 
list the points. Many of the letters 
were almost duplicates. It seems a lot 
of the same things bother a lot of you! 

Concerning nature, major 
abominations include the following: 
breaking off coral, “trading up” 
abalone, discarding rubbish in the 
ocean, killing or wounding ocean 
creatures for sport rather than for a 
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food source, removing artifacts from 
u/w preserves, chlorinating the 
lobsters, dynamiting the reefs, 
stealing lobsters from other's traps 
and carelessness in general. 

As far as violations against other 
divers, these infractions were 
submitted: buddies who swim off and 
then you spend your whole time 
searching for them instead of 
searching the area together, people 
who arrive at the dive boat one minute 
before it is to leave and hold up the 
whole show while they spend ten 
minutes loading their gear and 
settling in, people who leave their 
gear all over the place, people who 
carelessly step on other's gear, 
buddies who take their sweet time 
gearing up while keeping you waiting 
in a hot wet suit with all of the heavy 
equipment strapped to you, people 
who don’t pre-check their gear and 
end up in a panic at the last minute, 
people who handle spear guns 





carelessly-both above and under the 
water, and people who give confusing 
u/w signals. 

Do any of these points on the list 
sound like anything you do? If not, 
keep up the good work and spread 
the word. If so, how about giving 
nature and the other divers a break by 
being more considerate? In the long 
run, you'll reap the benefits of cleaner 
and more natural dive sites and 
friendlier and more pleasant dive 
buddies. 


Next month, Cross Currents will 
concern itself with the question of just 
how far into the world of diving 
should federal regulations extend. 
Some laws are necessary, but unlike 
the huge sport of boating that has lots 
of federal regulations, scuba diving is 
relatively small. What do you think? Is 
the long arm of Big Brother about to 
reach a little too close to your 
regulator for comfort? 
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perceived what was happening and 
pulled him in by the back of his 
weightbelt. 

Four days later, he was diving 
Little Coho when four divers in a 16- 
foot boat came by and asked him for 
some information - they wanted a 
good place to go diving. Johnson told 
them about the shark and advised 
them to steer clear of the area he had 
seen it in. The four either thought he 
was exaggerating (there was a lot of 
JAWS talk going around), or they 
thought he was trying to conceal a 
hot spot, or they just happened to 
steer themselves to the spot where 
Johnson had seen the shark. Actually, 
it was a combination of all of these 
things. 

The four - Rob Rebstock, his 
brother Scott, and friends Tom 
Hesseldenz and Jeff Morris -anchored 
their boat, and Rob was first over the 
side. He was treading water and 
adjusting his equipment when the 
shark hit. 

“All of a sudden the ocean 
exploded all around me,” Rebstock 





Photography by Bob Abrams 
recalled. “It took me all the way out 
of water in its mouth and dropped me 
right by the boat.” One can imagine 
what his friends felt like when they 
saw this scene. 

Morris was closest and simply 
reached over and grabbed Rebstock 
by the back of the tank and pulled 
him into the boat. The shark had put 
six very clean holes into his lower left 
leg, and his right leg was gashed up to 
the thigh. 

The first thing one wants to ask|a 
person who has been in the mouth of 
a great white shark is - what did the 
person feel like? On this point, 
Rebstock is as profound as Johnson. 

“I wasn’t conscious of being hit |by 
a shark. It was like being hit by a 
car.” 

What about pain? 

“A broken ankle felt worse.” 

Rebstock’s injuries, which were 
described as “major” by a California 
Dept. of Fish and Game report, were 
mainly because his legs went dow 
the gullet of the shark, the nght leg up 
to the thigh, the left kicked back. | 


Left: Divers with sharks in the 
Caribbean. 


Rebstock says that his friends in 
the boat had more severe mental 
repercussions from the incident than 
he did. 

“They saw it and I didn’t,” he said. 

“Eat them before they eat you,” 1s a 
table sign in an Eastern restaurant. 
The shark fishing business is better 
than ever. As the price of swordfish 
and other prime filets go up and up, 
people are finding that the less 
expensive shark meat is rather good - 
many say better - than any other fish 
on the market. 

For those who are not as interested 
in shark behavior or recipes as they 
are in shark prevention, there is help 
on the way. There is a mesh suit that 
promises to protect the wearer from 
bites, and there is a potion that, when 
thrown at the shark, gives it instant 
lockjaw. 

For years, scientists have been 
testing chemicals on sharks, - either to 
kill them, stun them or turn them 
away. Now there is something that 
gives them lockjaw. 

Dr. Eugenie Clark, a shark 
authority (who wrote The Lady and 
the Sharks in 1969, about her 
experiments as director of the Cape 
Haze Marine Laboratory in Florida), 
is Someone you can’t imagine tangling 
with sharks. But she does. During one 
of her many trips to the Red Sea, she 
discovered the strange properties of 
the fish called the Moses sole. The 
milky substance emitted by the fish 
had a paralyzing effect on sharks, 
Clark learned, and subsequent tests 
proved that one thimbleful of Moses 
sole fluid was enough to keep a shark 
from biting for quite some time. 
Already, one suntan lotion 
manufacturer is putting the milk of 
the Moses sole into its lotion - 
presumably with the unique 
advertising idea that one can become 
brown all over while repelling sharks 
at the same time. 

Scientists study them, divers try to 
avoid them, adventurers chase them, 
movie-makers exploit them, and 
swimmers don’t like to think about 
them. One thing is certain about 
sharks: no one feels indifferent to 
them. 
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Article by Eric Hanauer 


fry unset. You are comfortable, 
warm and dry, sipping tea on 
we the carpeted floor of the dining 
tent while the wind from the Gulf of 
Suez howls outside. You have had a 
good day of diving the wrecks of Abu 
Nahaas, baked a while in the desert 
sun, swapped tall tales with your 
buddies and the Egyptian guides. 
The equipment has been put away, 
and all you want to do now is relax 
until dinner. You know that dinner is 
a major affair, and it will be served 
late, according to local custom. The 
last thing in the world you want to do 
right now Is to climb back into that 
wet, clammy suit and go night diving. 

sound familiar? We all fall prey to 
that warm comfortable feeling on 
occasion. But in the Red Sea, that 
feeling can cheat you out of some of 
the best diving the area has to offer. 
The sea becomes another world 
after dark, 

It isn't quite as easy here as it 
would be at home or in a well deve- 
loped resort area. Egypt is 
extremely security conscious, as are 
most Middle East nations. No exit or 
entry is allowed from a harbor or 
beach after dark, all the popular pla- 
ces are patrolled. The concern is 
more with smugglers and drug 
runners than with spies. Neverthe- 
less, it doesn't pay to argue with 
people carrying guns, especially 
when it’s their country. So the only 
way to go night diving is to stay 
overnight on a boat, or to camp on 
one of the desert islands. 

Camping with an Egyptian dive 
operation isn't exactly the way it was 
in Boy Scouts, though. First, they do 
all the work, including KP. The tents 
are a big improvement over GI issue; 
tall canvas wall tents with colorful 
roofs and fringes. With the carpeted 
floors and electric lights, you feel like 
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Lawrence of Arabia. Our camp was 
located on Gubal Island, at the 
mouth of the Gulf of Suez. 

| traveled with the advance party 
to set up camp. Our small Egyptian 
fishing boat looked like a seagoing 
version of a Model T from the dust- 
bowl days. Mattresses, boxes of pro- 
visions, carpets and compressors 
were piled and lashed to every 
square foot of deck space. There 
was barely room to move around. 
Led by Captain Mahoued, a thin, wiry 
fisherman with a limited vocabulary 
of broken English, the crew looked 
like a bunch of pirates. What they 
lacked in language, however, they 
made up in seamanship. Consulting 
neither map nor compass, Mahoued 
unerringly guided the thirty foot ves- 
sel around reefs and through pas- 
sages in the moonless night. The 
sea was flat and calm. | lay on the 
mattress looking up at the Milky Way, 
amazed at the vast number of stars 
which could be seen in the desert 
sky. 

As we approached the fringing 
reef around Gubal Island, the two- 
banger diesel slowed to trolling 
speed, but the activity level of the 
crew picked up. With no lights to 


illuminate the winding passage 
through the reef, a lookout on the 
bow called instructions back to the 
tillerman, all the while watching for 
the dark patches which indicate 
deeper water. “Mashi!” was the word 
which meant “Go.” A tension filled 
twenty minutes of zigzags and 


Opposite: A small spider crab walks 
across a soft coral. This is the most 
common nocturnal crab. 


Right: Diver Mia Tegner glides along 
the wall at Ras Nasrani, Sinai. Colorful 
soft coral frame her descent. 











forgotten ...” 


course changes were punctuated 
only with the directions from the loo- 
kout. My respect for Egyptian sea- 
manship grew with each “Mashil” 
Finally, the keel dug into the beach 
sand, and we had arrived on Gubal 
Island. 

Driven by the tales of the guides 
and the other divers, you reluctantly 
leave the tent, climb into the cold, 
damp suit and join the others on the 
boat. The passage through the reef 
now marked with buoys, the skipper 
chugs the diesel toward the island's 
northern point. The anchor drops, 
and everyone is ready. No matter 
how often you have done it, there is 
always just a touch of apprehension 
before jumping into the dark water. 
You check your gear with just a little 
more care, and once underwater 
stay just a bit closer to your buddy. 
But as you descend and your light 
beam paints the reefs with color, 
subliminal fears are forgotten. The 
brilliant colors of the Red Sea are 
even more enhanced when illumi- 
nated directly, without the filtering 
effect of many feet of water over- 
head. You are in an underwater fan- 
tasyland, wondering how different the 
familiar reef will look now that the 
night creatures have taken over. 

The shallows are the realm of the 
basket stars. Nearly everywhere we 
point our lights, the beam illuminates 
their gnarled tentacles, sifting the 
water column for plankton. They are 
some of the largest | have ever seen, 
with armspans almost as long as my 
body. During the day, these noctur- 


nal echinoderms are seldom noticed, 


remaining curled in an inconspicu- 
ous ball. But at night, they dominate 
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“.. No matter how often you have 
done it, there is always just a touch 
of apprehension before jumping into 
the dark water ... But as you des- 
cend and your light beam paints the 
reefs with color, subliminal fears are 


the upper reaches of the reef, look- 
ing like Medusa’s head of snakes. 
When hit by my light beam, the 
reaching arms begin to curl and 
retract, as if being burned by the 
light. Although | realize the creatures 
are quite harmless, the reaction 
reminds me of the vampire legends 
when Dracula recoiled from the light 
of the sun. 

Basket stars share their territory 
with another strange echinoderm, the 
crinoid. Although crinoids are found 
in all oceans of the world many are 
out of diving range. The Red Sea's 
varieties are Common in shallow 
water, both night and day. Colors 
range from deep primary shades to 
delicate pastels and multicolored 
patterns. During the day many are 
coiled, others rest passively on gor- 
gonians or soft corals, feathery arms 
spread out flat. But at night, they 
perch on the shallow reefs, arms 
slowly waving in the current to catch 
planktonic creatures. 

Occasionally, dissatisfied with its 
hunting, a crinoid will fly to another 
coral head by delicately undulating 
its twenty-five to thirty arms. How 
such a primitive creature Can Coor- 
dinate so many appendages Is one 
of the sea's greatest mysteries. Cri- 
noids are true living fossils, having 
changed little since the Cambrian 
Age some six hundred million years 
ago. 

From below the surface, we could 
see many lights blinking and flashing 
below. They werent the tiny 
sparklers one usually sees in night- 
time waters, but large, bright, cold 
blue lights. Underwater, the same 
lights can be seen around the reef, 


especially when we turn off our own. 
Called Le Petit Puegeot by the 
French because they look like minia- 
ture automobile headlights, they 
belong to Photoblepheron, the flash- 
light fish. Only three inches long, the 
tiny fish usually swim about the 

reef in pairs. A pouch below each 
eye contains millions of luminescent 
bacteria, similar to those which. 
cause the glow of fireflies. AS a mat- 
ter of fact, flashlight fish look like 
giant fireflies wnen seen in total 
darkness. 

Rarely seen during the daylight 
hours, crabs of many varieties roam 
the reefs at night looking for food. 
Tiny white spider crabs march 
across the soft coral, looking like 
snow covered Daddy Long Legs. 
Orange hued crabs, about the size of 
a fist, remind one of cartoon charac- 
ters from Sesame Street as they 
stare back at the diver, claws ready 
for defense. But perhaps the most 
unusual specimen is the decorator 
crab. For camouflage, he attaches 
tiny gorgonians, soft coral, and other 
marine life to his carapace. Thus 
attired he waits for unwary prey to 
blunder along. Only as he moves 
away from the diver’s light does his 
presence become obvious. 

Imagine a nudibranch about a foot 
long that swims through the water 
column by undulating its body. No, 
that's not a nitrogen induced fantasy 
but the Spanish Dancer. Colored a 
deep shade of red with a white 
fringe, this nocturnal mollusk is 
sometimes seen feeding on soft 
coral. 

As the nighttime fish roam the 
reefs, the day shift sleeps in crevices 
within the coral. Large parrotfish, skit- 
tish by day, can be photographed in 
wide-eyed slumber. Protected from 
predators and parasites by a 
mucous cocoon, their fused front 
teeth are displayed in a mocking 
grin. Often they can be touched and 
petted while sleeping, but sometimes 
will awake suddenly and bolt. 

The dangers of night diving in the 
Red Sea are often unexpected ones. 
One evening last summer, the boat 
set off to dive the shallow wreck at 
Gubal Island. Having previously 














Above: Diver Mike Curtis is framed by a sunburst as he hitches a ride 


on a turtle. 


dived it at night, my buddy Mike Cur- 
tis and | talked our dive guide, Hani 
El Meniawi, into dropping us off at 
the north wall while his customers 
dived the shallows. Hani sent a crew 
member, Ali, to accompany us ina 
Zodiac. We thought this was totally 
unnecessary and not in keeping with 
Our image as macho divers. Before 
descending, we told Ali we didnt 
need him, and suggested he take the 
Zodiac back to the dive boat. 
Descending to eighty feet on the 

wall, we noticed a bit of a current. As 
the textbooks advise, we decided to 
begin the dive upcurrent, then ride it 
back to our entry point. But Red Sea 
currents sometimes ignore the text- 
books. At first, this one was just 
mildly irritating as we gave our atten- 
tion to sleeping parrotfish and drowsy 
groupers. By this time, the current 
had become stronger and had 
advanced from the irritant to the 
hassle stage. Our air over half gone, 
we ascended to forty feet and 
decided to go with the current for a 
while, holding on when we saw 
something interesting. After a few 
minutes of this, things were getting 
unpleasant enough for us to 
abandon our ideas and surface. We 
had overshot the starting point and 
were drifting in the general direction 
of Hurghada. The lights of the boat 
seemed a long way off and, despite 


a lot of grunting and kicking, we wer- 
en't getting any closer. We might be 
swimming yet, except that Ali hadn't 
listened to us and was out there with 
the Zodiac. A couple of thoroughly 
chastened macho divers, we eagerly 
accepted his offer of a lift. 

The skill and professionalism of 
the Egyptian dive guides was a plea- 
sant surprise. Like many American 
divers, we had heard the rumors 
about diving in the Red Sea being 
finished once the Egyptians took 
over the Sinai. After all, a country 
which loses a Six-Day War cant 
possibly have the expertise to run 
diving operations. Nothing could be 
further from the truth. For one thing, 
the town of Hurghada on the main- 
land has been a major destination for 
European divers since the mid- 
sixties. Five dive operations 
are located there. Now that the 
northern Red Sea is united under 
Egyptian control, visiting divers are 
not limited to just the Sinai or the 
mainiand, but one can see both on 
the same trip. 

Recognizing that Ras Muhammed, 
the tip of the Sinai, is one of the 
world’s most spectacular marine 
environments, the government has 
declared it a national park. Spearfish- 
ing is banned throughout the Egyp- 
tian Red Sea. For a third world coun- 
try with poverty and hunger at home, 


this degree of environamental con- 
cern Is impressive. 

Visitors soon realize that this is stil 
frontier. The Red Sea is wild and 
unspoiled because of low population 
and slow boats. The easy resort div- 
ing of the Carribbean isn't here yet, 
and may be a long time coming. 
Time isn't as important in Egypt as it 
is in the United States. With five 
thousand years of recorded history 
behind them, a few minutes here and 
there doesn't loom quite as large. 
The Egyptians have a word for it: 
“Inshallah,” or “In the hands of God.” 
lf the dive boat didn't leave on time, 
it's because Allah didn't want it to. 
Other things which we take for 
granted, like telephone calls, fast 
transportation, and running water are 
still minor miracles. Even at the posh 
Hurghada Sheraton, fresh water is 
turned off during the day because it 
has to be brought by pipeline from 
the Nile, across a hundred-fifty miles 
of desert. 

You often appreciate things more 
if they dont come éasily. Returning 
to camp from the night dive, the wind 
is still blowing off the Gulf of Suez. 
You are cold and wet, and will be 
Salty in the morning. But you relish 
the memories of the color, the var- 
iety, and the excitement of the Red 
Sea after dark. Tomorrow night, you 
may again be reluctant to leave the 
warmth and comfort of your tent. But 
you will. And you feel sorry for your 
friends in the plush resort. 
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Aiticle by Cindy Hancock 


ach of us has that one special 
os place that beckons us back — 
that one place you long to be 
when the weather is chilly and the 
people are all strangers. For me, that 
place is the Bahamas! 

Imagine a place where the people 
speak a soft mixture of English and 
Spanish, and although you can under- 
stand what is being said, you are 
constantly aware that you are on foreign 
shores. 

Speaking of the shores, the lovely 
white beaches that grace the Bahama 
Islands are ideal places to get lost for 
awhile and experience that rare feeling 
of total freedom. Located just fifty miles 
from the Florida coast, the Bahamas 
offer numerous deserted shores. The 
Europeans, especially the Germans, 
have discovered the pleasures of 
reclining lazily on the warm Bahamian 
sands while letting the sun kiss you 
completely golden brown. In the 
Bahamas, if you use discretion and don't 
get too wild, you can get very wet! 
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The government of the Bahamas 
tends to take a conservative view on 
nudity; however, while checking with 
local authorities, | learned that usually, 
the person is just asked to slip back into 
Swimwear. Then, the sunbather can 
simply stroll down the beach until once 
again alone and then strip down and 
continue the heated affair with the sun. 

During my travels along the Bahamian 
beaches, | ve seen many upturned- 
smiling faces and friendly waves in my 
direction as the sunbathers lay there 
cozily relaxed in a completely natural 
state. Nudity isn't an issue; like most 
other facets of the Bahamian lifestyle, 
nothing is rushed; tranquility reigns. 
Getting completely wet in the Bahamas 
is pure joy because the water is crystal 
clear, warm, and filled with magnificence. 
As far as the scuba diving goes, 
bathingsuits-optional are completely 
acceptable. All you have to do is make 
plans ahead and clear it with the guides. 
Once again, one dive master explained 
that nudity isn't an issue in the islands; 
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you just have to be in agreement with 
the other divers on the boat. Plus, you 
have to watch out for the colorful yet 
razor sharp coral that decorates the 
ocean floor. 

lf you want to make absolutely certain 
that the warm Bahamian water flows 
gently over and between your bare limbs, 
contact the 7aurus. This 57-foot cruiser 
offers nude cruises in the Bahama 
Islands. Call (801) 849-8101 or write Box 
163, Crowsville{MD 21032, should you 
get the urge to go buff in the Bahamas. 

Sure, there are lots of private beaches 
in the world, but none so absolutely 
pleasant where the casual carefree life- 
style of the people and the supreme 
beauty of tropical nature come together 
with such splendor. And, when I'm at my 
desk, and the clouds outside my window 
look gloomy, and the faces that surround 
me seem distant and alien, | turn my 
thoughts to the Bahamas and daydream 
of the exquisite serenity | have found 
there frolicking nude through the surf. 











hours of preparation to get there. For those 


of you interested in getting into this line of 
work, here’s the breakdown: 


Pre-production: Includes planning, 
writing, correspondence,packing, 
maintenance, shopping, etc. 

eg % lope tecered wrist eiviere 2 TOO: ROWS 
Travel time: By air and land 

eb eth is SEE Sey a bel Oo ehar | OO OMS 
Boat travel ......... 265 hours 
Camera maintenance, film loading 
and logging: Two hours a day 

tela ee wlces Whe, did) a lodacs eee CHOU 
Dive prep at one hour a day 

cece eee eee eee eee» GO NOUS 
Topside filming ....... 40 hours 
Post-production: writing, editing, etc. 
she ie Quek ve wie beech 95 Yao NOUS 
dig a give. PORE. wig stikes OO. MOUIRS 
(| haven't included eating, sleeping, 
or other daily functions because 

those are things we have to do 

anyway.) 

From the time | began preparing for this 
trip, until | have the finished film in the can, 
| will have put in over 900 hours to be 
under water just 54 hours. That’s 17 hours 
of topside work for every hour actually 
diving. It's like starting at 6:00 am, breaking 
half an hour for lunch and finally getting 
into the water between 11:00 pm and 
midnight. But, of course, it’s still all worth it, 
or we wouldn't do it. 


And now, as | sit at my desk here 
in Los angeles typing up this story 
from my vast disarray of notes, | take 
a moment to reflect on how easy it is 
to forget all those preparatory hours 
along with the many small irritations 
one experiences on such a trip: the 
coral cuts, stinging hydroids on the 
ankles, sickness, equipment failures, 
the hours of tedious camera 
maintenance and film loading, etc. 

Instead, | think about drifting along 
the south wall of Jessie Beazley into 
great clouds of jacks and surgeon 
fish and unicorn fish. A clown 
triggerfish scurries along 40 feet 
below me and disappears into my 
favorite cave, framed by giant 
seafans and adorned with jagged- 
toothed scallops. Not far away is the 
emperor angelfish or is it the blue- 
faced angel? No matter, they both 
take up residence here. 

| think of the magnificent sunsets 
and sunrises and the glassy seas 
that glisten with their crimson colors. 
Thank goodness these are the 
memories that stay with us. We're 
home now, and rested, and I’m into 
the middle of post-production. I'm 
cutting 20,000 feet of film down to 
just a thousand. But, it's a part of 
film-making that | truly love, almost 
as much as | love being under water. 


Half a world away, the Sulu Sea 
and the Mindoro Sea are exotic, 
exciting places to dive. I’m going 
back next year just to see if | can cut 
down the amount of topside prep 
time to underwater time. 
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Continued from page 12 


Once pregnancy is confirmed, it would 
be best if the diver discontinued diving for 
the duration of the pregnancy. If diving is 
to be undertaken, single dives per day for 
reasonable durations to depths of 30 feet 
or less should not be harmful. But even 
this level of diving activity should be 
undertaken only with the informed 
consent of the pregnant diver’s 
physician(s). 
mother or her offspring. The name of the 
game in science is statistics, not trusting 
your good luck. 





i 


bed 


ibis COATED AQUA CAPSULE II 
MITH DRY VALVES AND THE 
TH OF NEOPRENE NECK AND 


WRIST SEALS COMBINED WITH 32 oz. 
DELUME FLEECE PILEWEAR PUT YOU 
IN GOMMAND FOR ALL SEASONS. 
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SEE YOUR NEAREST HARVEY DEALER TODAY. 


HARVEY’S CUSTOM SUITS 2505S. 252nd KENT, WA 98032 
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The adventure begins in your NAUI SCUBA DIVER ~_ with the new NAUI Openwater II Certification or 
Course. It leads to a world full of excitement. prove your abilities and earn the industry’s most 
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P.O. Box 14650 

Montclair, CA 91763 
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FATHOM DIVESUITS features 
genuine DURASOFT. ® The best 


divesuit material in the world. 


This special patented foam neoprene 
laminated to beautiful lycra spandex 
outside with a soft plush velour inside 
is an exclusive used only by FATHOM. 

FATHOM DIVESUITS gives you 
top quality workmanship, exclusive 
materials and the bold exciting — 
styles you’ve been looking for. 

Demand The Best 
FATHOM! 
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Dacor has developed a complete 
new line of consoles that pro- 
vide the diver with a handful of, 
Mraliolaaatehitelaichac: b=) F-Valercem Malerxe 
Single pancl precisiominstru- 
ments have up to seven functions. | 
and are designed for years of 
is rugged us@with durable 
~~ elements protected by an 
environment-proof exterior 
rubber casing. Designed erfox, 
Bit woxolaalcolacs Lol hala 






me 
ke) | 






























nomically to’ 
» the palm of the 
“high-tech unit features 
“+ swivel and easy-ace 
controls. The ultimated 
underwater information), 
processing for today... |) 
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EASY ADD-ON 
COMPASS MODULE 





¢ MAXIMUM DEPTH INDICATOR GAUGE-~ ZERO-IN ALTITUDE ADJUSTMENT -Located 
(MDI 250) luminous, easy-to-read dial with on exterior of case for easy access. 
(oxo) Ko) cooxole (ore els) oda 40) al -t-M Lats) @-yore] (ot CO PRESSURE GAUGE (TAG-2)—Solid brass 













250 feet. Maximum depth indicator resets housing, registers to 4500 PSI working 
conveniently by hand, no tools necessary. pressure with color-coded scale. 
¢ CHRONOMETER/CLOCK—Measures time ¢ DIRECT SIGHTING COMPASS MODULE— Easy 

















with quartz accuracy, LCD readout in 12 or add-on instrument gives diver underwater 
24 hour mode. Use for surface interval direction-finding capability. Large window 
time calculation. on bottom of unit allows direct sighting. pero CORPORATION 

¢ THERMOMETER-—Instant reacting with dial | Gdinsight-type lugs on rotating bezel let diver Ss aaa EGOoE 
reading from 15-130 degrees Fahrenheit. exes OM olelehmelamivlelelcl milarce Phone: (312) 446-9555 

e DIGITAL BOTTOM TIMER—Automatically e EASY-ACCESS CONTROLS—Buttons for 
starts/stops at 5 foot depth threshold. oKolacolaamelaat-1@Arisicelalelaatcaccimrclcomerelalcsal(-raneny) Send $3.00 for Dacor Diver Kit 
Easy-to-read, precision LCD readout with KoXers} coro melamicelal meme ialiarclale more smelemelea ah (cl Cce) Includes catalog, cloth patch, 
(od (oXonece)ailome [Urol avarc(Aeel colea easily even with a gloved hand. decomp. table decals. 





